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Organise! 

Organise! is the magazine of 
the Anarchist Federation (AF). 
It is published in order to 
develop anarchist communist 
ideas. It aims to provide a 
clear anarchist viewpoint on 
contemporary issues and to 
initiate debate on ideas not 
normally covered in agitational 
papers. 

We aim to produce Organise! 
twice a year. To meet this 
target, we positively solicit 
contributions from our readers. 
We aim to print any article 
that furthers the objectives of 
anarchist communism. If you’d 
like to write something for us, 
but are unsure whether to do 
so, why not get in touch first? 
Even articles that are 100% in 
agreement with our aims and 
principles can leave much open 
to debate. 

As also the articles in this issue 
do not necessarily represent the 
collective viewpoint of the AF. 
We hope that their publication 
will produce responces from 
our readers and spur debate on. 
The deadline for the next 
issue of Organise! will be 7th 
September 2007. Please send 
all contributions to the address 
on the right. It would help if all 
articles could be either typed 
or on disc (PC or Mac format). 
Alternatively, articles can be 
emailed to the editors directly 
at organise@afed.org.uk 

What goes in 
Organise! 

Organise! hopes to open up 
debate in many areas of life. 

As we have stated before, 
unless signed by the Anarchist 
Federation as a whole or by 
a local AF group, articles in 
Organise! reflect the views of 
the person who has written the 
article and nobody else. 

If the contents of one of the 
articles in this issue provokes 
thought, makes you angry, 
compels a response then let 
us know. Revolutionary ideas 
develop from debate, they do 
not merely drop out of the air! 
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eastkent@afed.org.uk 

Hereford 

AF Hereford, c/o BM 
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3XX 

hereford@afed.org.uk 

International of Anarchist 
Federations, contact for the 
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the Organise! anarchist 
organisation: Organise!, PO 
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organiseireland@yahoo.ie 
www.organiseireland.org 
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AF London, BM ANARFED, 
London, WC1N 3XX 
info@afed.org.uk 

Leicester 

AF Leicester, c/o Frontline 
Books, 73 Humberstone Gate, 
Leicester, LEI 1WB 
klasbatalo @ aol. com 
www.geocities.com/leicester_af 

Nottingham 

AF Nottingham, c/o The Sumac 


Centre, 245 Gladstone Street, 
Nottingham, NG7 6HX 
nottingham@afed.org.uk 
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AF Manchester, c/o 96 Bold 
Street, Liverpool, LI 
manchester@af-north.org 

Organise! editors 

Organise, BM ANARFED, 
London, WC1N 3XX 
organise @ afed.org.uk 

Reading 

Members within Reading 
Grassroots Action (RGA) 
RGA, c/o Rise, 35-39 London 
Street, Reading, RG1 4NS 
rgacollecti ve @ hotmail.co.uk 

Resistance editors 

Resistance, BM ANARFED, 
London, WC1N 3XX 
resistance@afed.org.uk 

Scotland/ Alba 

info @ afed.org .uk 
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sheffield@af-north.org 
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AF Surrey, PO Box 375, 
Knaphill, Woking, Surrey, 
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Tyneside 

AF Tyneside, PO Box ITA, 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, NE99 
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Wales/Cymru 
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member of the International of 
Anarchist Federations 
www.iaf-ifa.org 
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the Nottingham Sparrow, 
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Press and Sheffield AF’s 
Fargate Speaker. You can find 
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editorial 

I S hra olwjvi fcoorgniscd ihc 

importance of having a tense of history, In 
llntain. wild her \W\\ look h-.ieh mcr n 
oenlDiy to Ihe origin of Ihe anarchKl 
communisl mnvrnient nr Lo the radicalism 
oflhc I9ti0s ond 7Its, we have aimed Id 
rceounl lhi! best of class Mn regie and 
soiklarily. Hor the historical articles nl'llic 
eurrenl is^ue we evamiiK the lesser-know n 
anarehisl leanings rvf AI ge n rm - Fren ch 
■iNliii'-r and philosopher Albert t'umus, and 
ihe ansrehisl vision nl Mexican revolution¬ 
ary Ricardo Flores Magbn We also pcesenl 
a revtduLkiisry pnrlrail of a German 
' working class hero', Georg EJscr “The 
man who tried to kill IliLkfand look al 
ihe political situakon in Armenia which haM 
turned oui to be an especially dangerous 
place f<u our anarch isf comrades to work in. 
We seem to live in a present ■where it might 
be easy to despair and giv c up. We hat e j 
govemmcnl 111 :iL lies openly and doesn't 
seem Id core vs hul the iclsvc minority of 
radical people say or do. And no I always 
such a minority!: Millions vs ere against die 
bombing and occupation of Iraq, hu; 4 
years later m* armed forces are siill there. 
There ih already a vast number of surveil¬ 
lance cameras in Britain .likI other weapons 
of conU-dl me on Ihe increase. In the 
developing world, rapid, induhlriaihaLhvn in 
causing misery Jot many, especially in Ihe 
o-ld Communist and Maoist regimes that 
have swiftly turned lo individual -and state- 
spunsorcd grubbing of land and resoureev to 
fuel Ihe demands of global trade. 

Si ill dot is some mom for optimism. In 
Europe especially, building and Ihe defence 
of "Tree space" is becoming an important 
Form of struggle against overpu wiring slale 
coni rot amt "social cleansing' of out cities. 


Nmne 

Address 


(Tiek as npprvHpTiHirel; 

O I enclose £4 lor a I wo issue sub or IK for a IwcmIhuc supporting sub [add 25% for ovtrUti «vr 
institutions), 

0 I enclose £4 lo pay for a prisoners subscription., 

0 I enclose lor a joint subscription to t^misc! and Resistance, 


Subscribe 
to Organise! 


PtoDrsaretifimte Chrg^nlMl, 
Anandinl F edr^ntipn, EM 
AtfA^FEO LCHSdOn WClNSJtX 


Withrn Ihese spacer we jPmi find ennlivity 
Ihnl ls in direcl opposition lo the banality of 
consumer capitalism In Ihe workplace, the 
potential for u ildcal industrial action is 
Tecogniised as an impnrtaiH way to break the 
deadlock, nf triHliliomI trade unionism thul 
alwitys seems lo stifle meaningful clnss 
struggle. And there is good evidence of 
mm I rejoin not Ihe TounLrysHfc Alliance 
type i in China. 

Sul- ■■■■ler a more optimistic vistom this issue 
of Organise! looks at ’Signs oriife" within 
this soemingl y weakened mdicali^m. We 
also present when Ihe AF itself has been 
doing over She Last year or so lo hopefully 
contribute lo a ^Lreuglhening, of radical 
ideas and class struggle on the ground. At 


Ihe same lime we reject the Jnl^e eslnhli-sh- 
menl oplhnism of Ihe bogus -tlahe Imde 
"Abolalmn ZfKf cvnfa and Ihe cotrtmg 
logeLher of our homegnmii 'warlords' inlo 
Ihe new Northern Ireland paribrncnl. 

TIk AF’s membership eonlinues Eo grow. 
We welcome new members who rwiree wilh 
out aims smd principles, lh well ns neu- 
sulffiaihm lo I Irgiiaise! I his issue includes 
Ihree contributions From nm-members. 
Hleuse contact us if ymu have an idea lor an 
article, li'vou want so comment an an 
article, or if there is something you'd like 
^sur opinion on, please don'I hesitase to 
w rite to the Lclters page nr contact us by 
email. 

Anarchitf Fttteralion. April 2(Hl7 
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what we 
did 

with 2006 

We attempt to recall the numerous activities 
of AF members over the previous year ... 


F or the libertarian movement 2006 
started in late 2005, in Hackney, 

East London. When the notoriously 
corrupt council decided to sell its shops on 
Broadway market to millionaire property 
shark Roger Wratten, they didn’t bother to 
check with the current tenants first. Despite 
having the right to buy his own cafe off 
the council, Tony Platia’s application was 
(illegally) rejected in favour of the big 
money, despite the fact he was even offering 
more money. In July he was evicted from 
the cafe he had run for 30 years. At this 
point the local community took matters into 
their own hands, and occupied the space 
- were evicted on the 21st of December 
- then reoccupied it for a further 2 months! 
AFers are proud to have helped slept over 
on eviction watch, help clean and rebuild 
and generally support the campaign: 
http ://34broadwaymarket. omweb. org 
At this point France exploded. Mass 
demonstrations against a proposed youth 
employment contract (the CPE) turned into 
school and university strikes, until almost 
all universities in France were out. Direct 
action was taken daily - motorways and 
railways were blocked - and riots became 
the norm. After a general strike on the 28th 


March - the same day a million workers in 
the UK struck to defend their pensions - the 
French government caved in a retracted the 
law. AFers went over for the 28th to soak up 
some gallic flavour and generally drool over 
French militancy: http://libcom.org/blog/ 
cpe-france 

Throughout the year, AF members were 
involved in many other international 
activities, especially as the current 
Secretariat of the International of Anarchist 
Federations which brings together like- 
minded organisations across national 
borders. Around the IAF Day of Action on 
March 18th, 600 AF/IAF posters against 
the War abroad and at home mysteriously 
appeared all over London and Manchester, 
and London AF organised public meetings 
around the day. AF general conference 
immediately followed, held in central 
London, with our industrial policy being a 
major topic of discussion. After supporting 
Gate Gourmet airline catering workers at 
the end of 2005, AFers took action over 
pensions in March as mentioned earlier, 
held solidarity pickets outside coffee houses 
for the sacked Starbucks IWW members 
in USA, and participated in a picket of JJB 
Sports. We have supported the development 


of the IWW union (there’s a lot of dual¬ 
membership in both England and Scotland) 
and the launch of a libertarian education 
workers network. 

For Mayday, some AFers helped organise 
the Anarchism06 conference at The Square 
social centre which was a moderate success, 
and the anarchist block on the TUC march 
in London drew 300-500 people - a 
reaffirmation of the anarchist movement’s 
place in workers struggles. 

In mid-June we helped with the Projectile 
Anarchist Film Festival in Newcastle and 
also held a talk about Nestor Makhno. 
Projectile was a really positive event which 
will hopefully continue for many years. The 
2007 one will be held on Friday 18th until 
Sun 20th May: http://www.projectile.org. 
uk. On June 25th some of us helped resist 
the eviction of the previously mentioned 
Square Centre in London. The ‘Festival 
of Resistance’ was to be the centre’s final 
event, the occupants deciding to leave on a 
high note. 

In July London AF group held a joint 
action with Reading Grassroots Action in 
support of Russian comrades arrested at 
the G8 in St Petersburg. The Russo-British 
Chamber of Commerce was occupied for 3 
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hours. Everyone was arrested then released 
without charge - apart from one attempted 
fit-up for assault. 

Rossport Solidarity Camp in the West of 
Ireland remained a focus of activity, with 
some UK members joining Irish comrades 
at the camp itself during the summer, 
organising UK speaking dates for the 
campaign throughout the year, and taking 
part in several anti-Shell solidarity actions: 
http://struggle.ws/rsc & http://www. 
indymedia.org.uk/en/actions/2006/mayo/ 
Some AFers went to the Earth First! 
summer gathering on the Welsh coast. 
August also saw the first ‘Climate Camp’ 
action in front of Drax power station as 
part of a week of environmental activity in 
Yorkshire. The event drew a huge amount 
of media attention despite moderate turnout 
(600 on final day) and seems to have 
awakened a new appetite for eco-action 
in the UK. AFers who took part say it was 
good, and will support next camp this 
summer as well as regional action groups 
that have now been set up. On the 25th we 
produced a special edition and print-run of 
Resistance handed out at Feeds Festival, 
where some members were on Workers 
Beer Company duties. 

In September we hosted the Anarchists 
Against The Wall speaking tour in Fondon 
and Sheffield. As an anarchist direct action 
group in Palestine and Israel, AATW are a 
seriously interesting outfit. The talks went 
down very well with Sheffield raising £300 
in donations. For more info on the group 
see: http://www.awalls.org. September 
also saw a joint anarchist block with the 
Solidarity Federation and other anarchists 
on the Stop The War march coinciding with 
the Fabour Party conference in Manchester. 
A joint leaflet was also produced. This 
hopefully paves the way for more joint 
work in future - and why not? Other 
demos we attended in 2006 included an 
anti-Academy School demo, and outside 
the Mexican embassy against repression in 
Oaxaca. 

Against their better judgment some AFers 
went to see if the cops really meant their 
ban on protests in Parliament Square at 
the ‘sackparliament’ event on October 9th. 
They really meant it. 30 people got nicked 
by 800 cops and one journalist was put in a 
coma by a police baton charge. 

As usual we hosted several meetings at the 
Anarchist Bookfair in Fondon that took 
place on October 21th, and participated 
in those organised by others. Then on 
November 25th Nottingham Defy-ID hosted 
the second national Defy-ID gathering 


on how to fight ID cards and databases, 
which was well attended. AF members are 
involved in several of the local groups in 
this small but active network. 

Rounding the year off nicely, Fondon 
AF held its first club night ‘Just Defy’ on 
December 15th. Originally intended to be 
a benefit for the comrade arrested on our 
G8 action, the police scuppered this plan 
by not submitting any evidence and getting 
the assault charge thrown out of court. £100 
was donated to Anarchists Against The Wall 
and the rest was made available to those 
arrested at Sackparliament. 

Our Resistance news sheet has come out like 
clockwork every month, and 2 editions of 
Organise! were published - one celebrating 
the 70th anniversary of the Spanish 
Revolution and the other celebrating 
the AF’s own 20 year anniversary, the 
Hungarian Revolution’s 50th and the 
General Strike’s 80th. In spring the second 
edition of ‘Defending Anonymity’ was 
published, our free guide to the hows and 
whys of fighting ID cards and databases, 
plus the historical pamphlet ‘Resistance 
to Nazism’ which recounts the activities 
of libertarian groups in Europe during the 
1930s. West Midlands AF and the Anarchist 
Black Cross jointly produced a new 
prisoner support guidebook, also listing 
current anarchist prisoners. Various local 
newssheets were produced and distributed. 
The AF website was maintained, which 
provides all of our publications online for 


free, and a ‘MySpace’ networking space 
was set up that now links up over 1000 
‘friends’ across the world, together with 
an excitingly irregular blog. We contribute 
to various internet forums, news wires and 
online libraries especially through libcom. 
org but also on Anarkismo, A-infos, and 
Indymedia. Huge numbers of posters and 
stickers were produced in 2006, especially 
in Manchester and Fondon. And we did 
an interview for Freedom newspaper... 
whilst dodging various requests from the 
mainstream media (they couldn’t meet our 
appearance fee). 

Fike most grassroots activity, everything 
the AF does is done voluntarily - we have 
no paid workers, or paper-selling targets, 
unlike political parties. Funds come from 
members as annual ‘subs’ and by members 
committing effort and time, dipping into 
their own pockets, and sharing all this with 
others! Activism isn’t everything. But being 
involved in activity and at the same time 
working in an anarchist organisation like 
the AF means we can form the ‘politics’ of 
what we do, say, and write from real world 
practice. Getting stuck into a campaign and 
being involved in struggles that concern us 
in our own workplaces and communities 
informs our understanding of the different 
issues and the ideas of the other people 
involved. We get to share our skills and 
tactics with others and learn new ones, 
hopefully win those struggles, and maybe 
even meet some future AF members. 
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the psychology behind uniforms 

by Joanne Roberts 

The presence of uniforms in modern society is unavoidable 
and, fora number of vague and dubious reasons, people are 
indoctrinated into this regimented practice from infancy. 


Tilt first direeE cnwmnlcr a jxrson will hu^e 
wilh uniforms is when they find altend 
school. Most priiirjrv ml secondary 
schools in HriLuin jdopL a strict uniform 
policy. Tlie less sLict still encourage 
children to wear uni forms. Parents and 
pupils alike arc cold ch.il school uniiorms 
help a^oid Lncquulsly, in the sense Ihat all 
children will I>e dressed idciviic-silih' and 
thus. bullying will be eliminated. In theory, 
tilth sounds like a very admirable, noble 
reason dor has ing school uni forms,, but if 
one examines ihe real icy oflhe sLluation 0 
becomes nothing more ihart a nafre, grossly 
misguided nolinn. 

Firstly, the iden of having school uniforms 
in plaee as an anlidoce Li ■ bullying is 
unreal ihti-e. ftehnol uniforms do Jtwtf elimi¬ 
nate bullying. At best, chey help soften one 
form of hullylng. By dressing nil school 
children the same, It becomes more diftkulL 
10 -buhl wh'.-ilk-r ;i child comes rrom an poor 
baekgii^uihl pt noi, but tM bnpwjihfo. 
Flullying Mill exists ire otls-er forms, be ic 
racial discrimination or verbal bully iiilj 
li=< iiiu ki ahoiu by a child looking 'different 1 
lo their peers, i.e. overweight, tall or any 
oihet distinguishing physical ehafneierisife. 
The second ilaw in Ikox school uniforms 
in plaee as an anlidoie to hullyi nu is ihai it 
masks Li id: greater issue, which is [hui 
poverty exists in cHl- fitM place. To drape an 
pcxw child in a school uniform will ivm 
elvnnye she faei ihat rhe child is poor. 11 only 
masks ike povply, which is a grossly 
offensive acL. derisory iiihl caw or Jly. 1 he 
siaje of attains which every member of 
society should he striving for is complete 

IlIj. , e.c. every eliif.L coining tmiO .i 
ceinifortablc iKiekgMUUidL If Uib were Life 
ljlsl-, llicn imilV'Tiics micdd be CLimpbcCely 
supcrlluLHJs.To i^nure pcivcrLy hy simply 
dressing even, chi ld in ;t sLnruJiird uniform 
sanipl) due's nnC seines l: .inylbiML'., il ouh 
nipk^'s il c:;l-, il-t for liio pi i '■ idegyd pcuptc fo 

igfin^-: I'nrgci duE poverty edliMk. The 

llunj iiciJ ijihh,I LihsHHis IlgrW of school 
uniform.-. is |Ii:l1 ibizy iiiMfonninL" iiaili s iiJiljI- 
ity, Fmfrt inliincy L c h ildivn jrv being 
eWLHinigcd. if UCH Inrevd h» U11 dress the 
SjUnc. Il 1 l:is nhsuliHlc^- 1 nth K'.irmg tin I Iwir 


academic ahiliLy or Iheir ability to discern 
between righl suid wrong,buL sdswl 
uniform docs have u hearing on a person's 
ability to find their true individuality. their 
11 ul- identity, Tit a sense, il is a mass 
indue Lrinatlon. The school environment 
becomes an allegory for life in the real 
world, and the message <> clear: every kmc 
mu.ii look the same. Can we be surprised 
then, when the tract-suited Leefuger Ihinks 
it 's acceptable to break the nose of the 
teenager who dresses from head to toe in 
blaek? 

As if it wasn't bod enough dt.ti school 
uniform* slunt die individuality and 
freedom oFchildncn. the adult population 
1mcontinue the \imi ol uniforms, to a 
bi/aire cutenrt. Tltey have become so 
common place in day-to-day life that people 
now ll rvJ their presence unremarkable. 
Banks, office*, supermarkets, spans 
centres, restaurant^, fosi-food ouilcis, 
elnilbing slwp* and hotels ore only some of 
the places- in which uniforms are on mIkiw. 
These uniforms arc euehuj Lahle in theii 
ugliness. They are of ciwursc, designed that 
wny, for a number of reasons. One eanncu 
help bill siispcei ihat one of die reasons, is 
tliai ehe powers dmi lx- wart in demean and 
iLuiniliacc the wvifking-dass. It ihoooihci 
>i;V'tL- way for the ruline dass to ;issen dicn 
power over the w<?tkingreliis^: dress [hem 
up in clow nish ekrthing and speak 10 them 
os if [Ivey don't have ilk: brams 1 hey 
bom with. Every single one of the jobs 
listed above is a working-class juh urul llie 
one disiingui dhiitg feature of imifEm^ wirm 
in workiii^dass jobs Chfll they are nil 

hidCOus. “A I i;l: eimlixsCs ihn is lli.il fh^tple 
glibly iidgmi cl icjciscI«. isilh ic.filing 
lrmiscrx, cn: l-.L c I'runi bn ri.ip. sl~vlh hy- jj cluLJ 
in Taiwan k-Liic. ;^ji:L SL-^cnLy-Chvu pence -i 
cLiv- 4 ?r slirl3 .mi li:i l iI lr.iclivc :uul sc^qrr 
they hcifolfcg in the VicLi^mm i;n. £> cheap, 
giinshEy pallL'niL-il hti-n- L-- tvhich k'^'-k as 
lli-.M .'ai si -mi'unc H:l-i vi'riulcd I hern. I km 
cun pe^Nple Si 1 willingly si rip iIi-jiil'-^Ev^s 4if 
3 II dlgnily zlilcL slH f-rEspccT-' 

Bui the muiii rc^isun liir uniforms in is 
li> i:\Bl-ikI the mdiH lnnulitm hcyu:i :il inliinE 
lei. cl I'lcry iDLilv-mi sctvjitis untilrrifi H . In 


a truly eq-ual society* u bank niLmager would 
K 1 wearing the >jme uniform us a Lratneu 
bank clerk. This is not the ease. Instead, the 
manager giGEs Eu wear a sirit of his or her 
chotee. ^'hy? IkaiiK they hu^e monc 
money.Money Privilege^ Pm-ver. I>x's 
anyone really onre whin their bank oashiier 
is wearing? Can anyone seriotisly LelE me 
Ihal they I link :l affects an indw iduafs 
ability Lodo Iheir job? For that in niter, *foes 
anyone really care deeply whether the 
pennon M:n ing I hem in a sujvemmkel is 
weanng their eheapl)-made skirt and 
atrockms blouse, romplcle wiih rvame tag? 
No. Ie’s just shut people have become so 
accumulated to seeing such sights IhaL they 
would now be deeply shocked if they 
didn't. To even ask peuple Lo wear name 
tagi is deeply offensive itt itself. It reduces 
a person Lo hide more [Turn on item, a 
product on a shelf, precisely labelled. 

And let us n->t forgel tlve sliamefuk sad, 
degrading advertbing campaigns which 
certain banks now bribe some unEiieiy staff 
members inlo laking pan m. lunbarrassiu^ 
adverts- in which bank staff parade around 
lake performing seals, w- ich their uniforms. 
braA.-nly on show, leune-tags in ptaee. 
singjng Sintne eoneiiincr- friendly, l-M-lile 
pop song, hmi chancing tlbc words Ln suit 
Ihe w-ivrld of hank ing. Scarcely lus a jnore 
[Xithuitc siglo ever been seen. If Ibb weren't 
bad erntugh, [he some can he seen iti Ehe 
^riL-iy of liter-aiurc, etbcouragbig an 
iiidividunJ n? l-li up Eli i9u:ir eyes in dubu 
whieli llie Ikuiks v\il1 luppilv |ic\?vidL- 
jrtyLiilr imlIi. Nenhi^g eon cXl-llm: the foci 
dial niilliLins itif people, i_ I; 1 1lJ rn jhd jdulh, 
up iiiid JuiVstL clxecnUUcy itiV I’kiicil! MTipped 
of dtgflity. Kirlf-rvspcet mid Lndi^ iJualily, hy 
hcEife^ kirCud iilio WLanrV^ eliL-jpU -iiliiJl, 
di'libecuLely uj1jLIt:ii: Livl- luiifi.m^fr whicll me 
TtciUbeC ikki ^_li-; iFi5u . 11 as yul 

jnuLlier sud nidicLni^nE ofmodCtTi L ;'.h:ieL>- 
thiiL such pi! 1 Ey, Irivial leWineOEs ure Mill 
heEnjc impLisLJ LipLin the worising-dJafci. 
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community of compliance 



Jf bad JltWtt/ a marling with the Getx ™jf, 

«*►/ jVrt'. iVr HVPJ attempt mflml 

m esphrmttim fyv the cfrtfbrmiti' it? my 
ntfghbtiitrtttxxt dflngiti w Frttfton, A 
shnthmy figure. nu mwFTTff^WL" 
jrfeuw the memar t tr^wn 

/KW-fAr iff.|f- iVlJ 1 JTJ-l' Aji 1 fiVi' (k."£FvTJ>jy mi' 

muftfA s\tlphurausfy\ ofter ifwfghrg Mn'wrut 
tialchwk thmgHng mkfento. fishing from 
bchrmt (we curtains with howt mdgkim 
m 1 (ike stnmge five spidery it? 

mAt. 

H4r ,Ytr i'i l k" Aravin frawwj i eith ate 

cons fo toast itre umf^ay jfiwfl; Ji? wretl 
crtm'hed h? their dmrwqys hke ttmpp&ti ke 
tTtww\ topped up and fcK> fentiitiised fiv 
pig%. paniiiB amt other wiki life. ‘Quit k 
drop ikmtt". 

Then iu' cm- Ui 1 a canal m (ten 1 a trout suh 
bobs foittit As the sob babbl'd a duck 
a hetfv back. As t wuftfM.sk my 
gloom tiffed .The wind bfc\u md tit that 
rtturMrut Itre tdaods swept off (At 1 sun with a 
i vhoosht leavi*rg sfotfit W,l' tr big Jwviv 

/l#Af Ml' pfifcWf V^lW W I'Jpy jPI^-Aff i'lV it 

ftvdigy Ut ik a . danced it.* 

wthtofict on sunbeam sqmms; my phone 
ifijf liektiitg my heart, i fititf (igktoth: 
VMto ? 8 ' / sthAe into ftmphumr. "Come 
it\ ". IPTfA uftiwfcf 

gtamcv irJ rAe h/i (erm Arl «rAs 1 
portid headfirst* kkkitrg my feet behind me 
The General wm an imprest he sight 
tnrotmktry expressitw sweep amiss his 
red fitee. hrhM ait r see oft past historical 
baldes its he remembers* ftisfimna 
rearing horse. dtitt twitch of the umtslache 
adoodk bug. 1 shine a lurch through the 
(rote to the bail of his And amt Im wars 
tovrri iike the w fleets of his J &chit projector 
tiisjacc lights wp tike a Nasi krrjpshtMle 
athi the halites take pfuee. movie (the. 
arranging them%eives in the redfinshm of 


his fitee. iiis fitee m mitre, between gtthhes 
uf eiotet breath bespoke, "Jijn will relate 
the fo tia wing facts b.-' r ore’', tits fitee 
providedihepietm-kii evidence 

..Tk'rc is-si lluvv-proii^^d Eixis ol ^vil s\ 
writ in my fwi.jdib'AurhLUHJ, The lenin*. tri' 
cupibilisiTi. Ilie M\e.e ^nJ spks ^k'plui J 
men lIihI xH-qs^ntfii jinl w-^nkl b< tbdio 
km of the |H'«i In sunimsiFj this is 
iky Liru riikJ hi.ii- 1 - iIkv 'wik. Tlwy Lire ihc 
li^uvin^ issodaLitm"<j dI' H "Iiitlli^I 
Cmnmuiily AswciiEiai ,h (-a residents 
jtpumsL crime iiruupK -.md j police initiative 
died r.UX u Elicit sUmds hn fc l p oli« And 
Coenmunily To^elher', PjACT liiiises 
^eLween (iaDmy s iihI K'A ^ ho pulilish 
TACT wmmimleiJions jnd prup;i^nil;L 
will 1st PACT keep ir hejv> piHict' iMCieiitc 
i hi Uk estule. For bchivinur control ikI 
erimc prevenlwm, AJlfapujth much oflhe 
Jumsjny is nuL Gatesvo^,, ihcy fund iho 1C A 
jnd it -.icls 31S j hstymn^ for CJaltf'-siiy 
whiht kil the Himc lime hcne^linj: from 
pressure by ihcm loevid lEhkaifibka. 


Ilul la po bacl^ n bil. Llefurc I moved In 
hip'll | ip.vd on n lenil eAite in EYeston 
enlled Avenlmm, when you eoutd say 1 hiitl 
3i h’b hclpmp Ilie oiininmiicy. sellmp ^ery 
Kid ^m^s-iaiid ] dun’t Tnenn nstrcHiiifK Sti l 
kiww ii liM of people mi Ihe area, over 
I WkYmi could ms\ niiupme ii- nwre innural, 
s^vti.illv hhcr.ncd, svnrk shy ami disrespect 
ml to wi cty bniLvh of people. So when E 
found mysell'in tngol it w-as 3i stiock, losec 
llns vuEluic downirodfeka jishI \ iclimised. Ii 
woukl be a nil slake lo ass\ime thill because 
someone is disorderly and disrespectful 
llwy are goinp 1o be rcvotulionmy. In lad 
Ilie selllvb hedoinsin lhal nukes them 
appear sc, really sceinv tii ccnlmdid Lite 
brood cwiKLUiiHKSi neve^:-,in’ to be 
rc^olutiiiiiary. Ilnl e^en as such it lias bc llei 
prospcclK .ind ka<iO> o beUer Uste iKin 
llhtse colholicised by wofk. trying to force 
blanket conformity on the estule. 

^l3i\ Sinter, it Germun ntdi^ mhialist 
.iniirchist of the nineteenth century, hnd os 
of bis Ibemes* thill people in stKieLy. or 
lheire|£os, were prisonera noljusloflhe 
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sink 8 but uf Ihe custom of society, and were 
ih^Rnr prisoners nflhcinBcIvcs ns; tveLL 
and oflhe n^rictims they placed on 
ihem5dves:"'l-.?ieriionE to ’form" nil men 
irlD moral, rational. pious. human 
'bci^ .aic^ked agamrt the indomi¬ 
table qualily on, agaiiM own Twiturc. 
against egoism. - " Max Stlmer would have 
liked die people of Avcnham ami Ihe 
minority onpEoLThow in Awnham were 
even sometimes iaiihlhl to Stimcrilc 
economic principals. ihal i.s, Uiefl: 'Whin 
eh ta is my property? Nothing lua w It .it as in 
my powert To wliat property um t enLilled'. 1 
To every propol) 1 which I enlillc myself. 1 " 

In loci when you add lo LUis- run ulmo si 
principled contempt for letting Ihe police 
into iheix lih-os-you could well describe- ii a* 
a Si interne utopia, making iis rcalisartion 
neiilier ncetstary nut desirable. 

Sterling wilh Gale way. The association 
owat most of the housing in Pre®m rh.n 
used rio belong lo-1 he council. I lousing 
avwviaiinns are capUiEid enterprises and il 
is Itierefore in Iheix double interest in belli 
keep unruly element's down lor ihe proLee- 
linn of eapiuiiLMn, and property for rh;n 
muflff. and keep an area desirable, i here I ore 
profitable - . A-umqutsi, who u>A over 
Avetiham C&hrtic, tried really hard loinaku U 
respectable, wish mass l-v ictiiEHis, short Lctm 
Erirahcio iibd tTTV. TlteV failed jhy>- 
Eiiul ly, ilie l-uju: ret truly hdifcg die steibc of 
a MnbJ.ll. puny iter inunipiil Ulud fit A. JfuL 
Gateway Stave succeeded, probably ditc lo 
i he co-npetutkin id'ihe residents. 

PACT ieu.ll\ amounts rn ■LtnantminBy 
[mIiuinj und prL^LkSJ iirkliL. Tltey have 
itierjiuLed thetnscl^us iitiftouf community 
which, judgiilg Irr-ri tltdl e^mnutiicLiULMi. 
bus cm k ictim crime, cmd jnci-soeial 

bjdwvioursftwwils ELI nulling 1 Uluru [hull 
Eiieh Spifilst. I heir pilrf* - ^ seeins Iln lie lo 

cunviwc resiitenLi of ihrir need tor them, 
because they jfe sudi tusrnly children. They 
Lire pan of Che nxia] tteUrtKTUii&jijLHi iluit 
i:.d:inj.: plac* everywhere in nuir Ine* ihcw- 
days, ah die hUUe Hthl eypitehfun nigs 10 
■nidke any kind uffinure resiiurKe ifltp®- 
sihte- We eun sen il in dse ID aehcfflt, 

CCTV, .nnCL-teniM jMII t[im, trimatfll jwsdw 
jc( and menial heallh art. The lew iehis- 
unw they lu-iheir aelivltie? chu more u 
encourage* dtenk Il i* nnt cm]y oppre^iie 

In have chem interfere in <np 
neighknn-hLnid. hue poupfc Man i^ think 
ifmn, depend ™ them i friendly fuee 
of the ^latc- which mate?« independenl dii* 
ucthvn inipn-^ible in ibe comnnunify. 'Ihe 
Udlnw ing urn lypieal qurtesi nl'^h.ii PACT 
drt; “I'mbktns wiih number (X) ;ind 


number(Yh ..is involved in u Lua of Idvc 
between ^be Iwo. Pnrda mediaLiciri ex¬ 
plained 4ind eofinidcrcd hy bcuh parties." 1 
keen w orse, ’'North British Housing were 
loday inlbrmcd by a resident, Lbc Itw ely 
„..|X|...of Ingol urea is miw jj<unjj 1^ nisim 
ibe lalhcr of her espeelunt child."' Do they 
Tight any Lfime al all? IX)...™ gben a 
C 50 ilne by magtsUales fw heijig J'ouiid ~m 
puase££i«ut of-eannuhih whilsi at school.™ 
Hosv far are we expected te eonform? 
n KchLiknEh are tvginniiia to cxpren 
coneemsatHiui Ibe residcftisof...the logo] 
estate Ime noise nuisance jnd outside 
drinking in the front garden." 1 
Ik Hu the worstolTenden in all this is the 
IngoL Coniniuniiy Aariaeiation.Their 
nuisuitee vnhte cun he summed up in the 
following ways. Tlicy gcoL-raie tear lb rough 
ibeir propaganda which causes people to 
have less sense of comm unity and rely on 
Ibem lor pnotcelaon. They have pooscES- way 
beyond Ibe pofjce smee lliey use their 
relalionship loeiid anyone who dos -mH lit 
Ibeir plans lor the area, including a local 
bunch of squatiers, wIke they direaLened to 
itwwe in H^n aiui intimidalc if-tiaiesvay did 
rhn evici them. They divide chtcommuntty. 
causing rnisttuM Jiid anger. For iksBuiiee a 
I'lulL dei-etqpcd between Iwo uf m> 

ibL'selihi'uis when CCA Jiid _j hmal KdTk 
K 1 Id Ik r tliuB my i U lier i le i jIiIhiiu 1 . a mail ip 
his finks or frxiLCh. was lehpuosible tor 
■■ jndLihscn^ ik-r car, uhd forced LU liII io tuke 
siides. 

Hie ECA* ver>- reason fur Misting U 
diLhiirus. They ehanci e 1 wa^ due tn a drug 
escalation in ihe U .1 lj. I'llLl is U qui'te lYvm 
ilicit quirierly newsletlor, "'Bearing in mind 
lllat. l 11 llluSe pcuple hud hLkl uJI llie help Lite 
■lyMem eEMiJd give ihejo, ihe_s Bhen had ihih 
izsuire m turn'll ill, we hud Lo du ^Tmeiliiiiv. is 
may seem harsh i-.h many hm we foil if we 


could pressure (be drug tnJcmky to 
mode rale (heir intake w« would benclll. M 
Vel they don'1 teem to understand or 
difEcrcntintc bHrtween dilTerenl drugs, their 
dilferent barml'ul und unti-social efleels, 
because lliey donT seem Id know, jusl like 
they ear'I ditTerenliule between shopli fling 
and hurgkin. Out of ItK! monlb ly meidenls 
reported hy PACT, although refetences lo 
drunkenness uimI c-annahi^ possession are 
emnnkUL, ilk-re is only one men Li on of class 
A drugs relerring to paraplLemalia. Iw eiy 
ih my else i% disputes between neighbours. 
.lii iuly drunks cannabis and sbo^lilfing. 
Much IhiLtsitig in the area is neiiher 
CKUieway ik'ir North llriiisli hci privalely 
ownod. no: juw property sold lo L-eoajUs 
antler the eouneil, hi: housing strueiures so 
grand llut rui Labotu council aL any time in 
hissory wou]d have eo aside red building lot 
mere proletariate to live in. The K'A canncit 
hpnld any inlluenee in thi - area, nor do they 
inie-nd lo. Tlieir beef isenSircly with jwvvreff 
lennnls whn rent. Ite tnoMiery it han'ked hy 
ihe state and c^pilali^n, one pan tif Ehe 
class again.SE ihe other and she eneation of 
an unchallenged slants quo. 

In DBi act ofover/ealous and over amiet- 
p.itL-d d-iv idc and rule, (be slate and 
curpilalifni bids turned ibe inuinriiy In :lk- 
jcCli, hrtiLKte miii-lv Bhey OW s H p LtLuiml Lite 
□Cl inm-TLL;. in B show of iu.Onrjnec fear Jiid 

/L-fn LidcE-mcT. Tltey 1 1 Li - , l turned on Llte-n 
beeaiLse ilfcy uf l" Oilier. They ace huckid 
and fuiklud hceausL she mudem stoic mid 
capitalist^ now w mite lu squeeze ilbe nir 
<pul of all resisLUKt in il. The siute. TLh: 
super cpi ■ lhu:> v.hhjt; she csLuie lu-. be^uiiLu 
litc polieu force. TIil- pcdieccnLiik is in 
cverywic aa Mil spy and condemns, wish 
ilte tsjL i silicic judgmitenis Lind ailiiude-v, 
LOL-nter power and giwer nnnihuis Elian 
ilie piliee, 
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signs of life? 


Although the situation here in Britain and internationally appears quite bleak in 
terms of prospects for radical change, a number of recent events and 
circu in stances point to a possible quickening. 


Dcfrndhrap five ipjcn a-gainM 'social 
ClCJDSiDg r 

The llrsL of thew events was the (Sbh 
resistance to the cksm .inJ demolition of 
Tie Lhi^domshusei oce upk 1 J social .md 
cullural GCfvlK in Copenhagen h which led Hi 
social unrest and expanded from ihe 
aclrvities of n lew 1 marginalised' puiJ^ Hi 
dra.'i-H- in much broader sections of Llanisli 
society. The police fiction invotved two 
sequences of the llercesL riming ihal 
iJcnmark has ever known. Hie^c riots show 
thal: 

J. Relatively iuLtmjt incidents ean galvanise 
fairly large numbers nf people, like a spark 
igniLes a brush lire, and [hoi mxuli] unrest is 
widespread jnd can u.^lil- hufsimg up tire 

v.ir l ac-L - -L|U!ic itnexpceledly. These everrls 
u-^uld vfiy cjsit> Ik- repeated in siy 
Fumpean ecnrre, or aoy where else in iht 
world. 

2. Oik: of die key iiftri-khtrai policies -of 
in; l i l\ gUVefrtltfcCfiEa is "Mial cSefflsing". In 
UmLon this coincides with die Olympic 
Games of 301 2 as m excise ni push brgje 

I'lUirlhL-TS of WOf kifllj class !|tL <-lEl Llf 

h'jsL J.'.kiJ>:>ii In CLifH.-idtageu iL insnli lJ 
I Ul^cknUNhuSL-l 4 The ‘Youth IIl'iLim:^ ;ukl 
"he pn^kihk iiCIjilT. ■- L in lit i(c;irh_v 'self- 
^OVOfmng' LildcpeihfccnE ■ 11 _~ ilvI k I l H> 11 il 11 ■ 11 iU 

ChnstUma(Jwe ResJmiuiccOJj-- I he social 
CtClUVSatifci Of ihc itltief Cttte hK'ludtt OJIoCks 
upon the destruction ofctrtrci of 
opposite in Dtmfnyjrk the jinvcirmcw 
was abtv m use a riKhE-HHPigChfi^iiin 
jimnp jo iis cat's pyM, I his nsiiiv, imvuU iup 

■raccionwy and fttwbl gn^r*, may well lie 
duplexed mtirc widely shosntjdwnd [Ik WcM 

iq ill.- res.I lew years. 

Wildcat H-lrikL's prirf "ikli*inO 
Awlhcr iarpifflpraL deviridjfflwmt of 
mdicalhin i*: die prcjlifciltHs-rt nf wihkal 
sinker wn4 Lithvr njivld IbnMvflrifllJ^le. 
Kmrl VceEnmq Ha FTttire-e, £ T^rmany ml (he 
C 'h;nnicl kbrajs, wilskiH Mrilc^S bate been 

v-rrpltiyifd by ('he working Cbl mm 
Ireipicnlly, In I he Lulled 51 ?E 4 ;*h leodttff 


jecenlty used a mass ’sick-in" iphonmg in 
sick I when strike action wus banned, .md 
This has already been used around the world 
art a number of occasions. Slrike action 
outside the eonlnal of lire unions has been a 
regular laetic of British jKtttal workers, and 
lo a leaser eiLtcnt ol' firefighters, iwer Lise 
Iasi few years. 

In addlLiofi. weekers are pcepiucd lo eany 
on I solidarity aclkins with nilher workers. 
Hrilish Ainsays worker* in 2 tMI 5 e-anie ;mi 
in huppon of workers in Lhe ouL’amreed 
alii lie eaienng ctimpanym. Gale tloumvcL 
Imhe follow ing year Catholic and 
PKMeslanL [KtsEal workers were prepared io 
strike and tu Jen ions Irate Eogeiher in 
HellkhE. 

CjpiiLilihO, liavL- iotrcBisingly moved rbeir 
nldiUlrieih into die dettkipblg W^IJ .utd 
jwa_>i ftnm the u!d ectilrts of wvxfkinj elass 
militancy. I'lu- ikhEi-ueiinn of tnanufacEurin^ 
iilduiilries ill fit iLiiil COillinueS ^fliiee lliiJ. 
indeed ii has increased its Eunifki uhl 5 lc 
Lahiitir Lillee h wai iniruated by Llw-TlkuEefiei 
ppnes, 

TlfcL 4ki.L-h»f4neihi of gnsar faeCwies in ik- 
Far F_asL has nidani Ehas br^e numbers nf 
pcopH have moved frnm pca^anl life in ih_- 
cuuntryside III rmnl i-nrnlil ihMi v ill ihu Cnv.ris. 
Vjsi iiiisiihchh ;ire nuw wmiin^. hetwoen hii 
to : ; :i 1 Iuhiji a week cn ihevc new farti xm in 
China Vietosw snd India and other Atm 
countries Hul ai che same lime fierec 
Mrwjijcks. often involving wilde:n striker 
md mvs unvest, hsve Iwn 4 i regular 
iVjnweiif re^isouice Hi ches iridLfiirvsIisalEDtt. 
in China, ^ w ell rnduMriflE Hrii^r, 
raiskince utidg piste in the eountiytidc 

ir LippiThhiLwi |n liii^tjiTph-.. lorvirg. qf 
pcsLsqriL* off die bnd, Co ^her 
jf,ovcnnnem i.pii|3iLii%cv tiiu the hiiiidi-n^ of 
Intge dfifiis, This h;Ls iitvtilvcd I’wretr 
rp^hling pnd I he iriepkenlinfi Qfthe amaed 
fvrvcs- 

3 III 1 nailiInn. niirr 

■\hm;|ivide Ihi^c cLq'i cltipniviils have hecq 
the twuLtnq^ w ;u^ in |rat| and Al^hantqqn. 


Ill trail die hiluatkm undei the l'%-led 
oecitpatic^fi is appalling and has led Lo she 
Hush regime being forced tn increase its 
miliLary* sli-ength iJiere. The siEuation in 
Afghanistan is hardly much heller tor I hv 
US. and casualties in horh fields of 
operation. ha i .v mcnuiled. 

The British niiEilary kis Ibund itsdf 
swamped in these two eountries. Whilst Ihe 
0,0*1 cmniL'til has :i|»fe,iicd lo havic made a 
deeision a gradual w ithdrawul tn'm 

Traq, ii has become more com mined lo 
increasing iLs mil iiary sircngih in 
Afghanistan. To do Lhis n ii Has been foreed 
lopull must eif Its forces out of the Balkans 
whereliic current wave Lif so-ealted 
humanilarian w ar^i began. This iikliudLes 
lu?w lightly slrcielted Brin-sJi miliiary 
SUtngch is. jjkl turn IILuch irrnec dilliculE aE 
is- for eIvl-sl- fsrfces Eu operate on thu 
intcTMlwrad level. Thu HiLii-ih 
adminirtlraEion^ petiews in Iraq jknuE io mei 
jLk i ii.pl Ll-i iliuhlh dislJlveu itself IVliOI ihe 
UR, jnd ilv wposilkan itself hetweert Funppe 

«id the us. 

Shuci of a euoipterL- sGiltdrawsI from the 
flflifU ihcy hiMVii lhjl|it:J eitale, CiiSHaEl iev ^valt 
CLinrliiiK lo ohmiiL for Iwnh iJie UR ;uid 
BrjiaiiL llic jiin-'.vur moveaoemi m Hritflin 
brniUghE huge il :mlhers OiU in [he StiwK bnl 

the deuaminaiien of the llbir 
■AnMumiM ro wtrtinue with its war 
afteftrivc^ succwfiilly demobilised chii. 
fficw’diwnr, A connibupofy feoux to ihis w.r. 
llf clTon nf the I-liberal I Jqitu^raK llic 
-Slh: i_il i:-J Worl«?n* B.jrLy .ind hoIkts U« krep 
lhc:w hupe iten^niwiniiinns Mrielly kpnk 
wilh no allCHEpI DO f^iJ Mrilash nor CtTOrlJi 
llur-nplj Jincvl HieliLin. hJLieJiiidcs. ?nd wnw% 

eis i| dL^bedteiiw -1 Inwevw, die coqtinoijijt 
piuM -hing w;ir m ihc MiJdte fwt with mm 
snd IflOfewlditrl bgin^ hcoiE^hl hnn^c in 
hwty hyrg^i mmy rc'-nrrcvi anU-^ui 
rtlencm^nr^ in b"lh Mrilairi an ihi? UR A 
W'hm pud if |his hippcn^. ihere musL be a 
cteartwvak w ich the u>TinmiLrrcnc En 
legidisiq bccwwr thtee 3 iave pren. l’O 

deni obi lining, mid mcllectivc 
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RcvolulkrtnafkS is ill hdlrt LlI uieue JfLfrtpJjly 

for liioi'4; i i'huhL IRfa^S rtf •-'PUIIL'EIIIL! IIk 

ziiiNiury adveimirei erour'ftnmtn]^ 

S' rt>ril despair Co di^eakE 

ilk- mas>ive defeat uf the frocfcinij cla&i iih 
hriLmri n: 0M I Ojilk y, ill i ilk criiiihknjj rtflhe 
SSecI Workijfi, d OCk^, minors Jihd j'-riilltrt, 

has IlTl ;l Ertii^ serin Lyuey rtf pessimism, 
dejection jmd apKlty. Tlk cftcruwbU of 
she ami-war moscmeni. atlei millions lud 
iKwjred rtut on 1o 1 hu iliceti, bhavc 
j^ri 1 . jlliJ thiaaiflutiofL Now. ihefe Lie 
some skills di«n ill is mrtrtd is slowly 
changing, both Ik re Lhd icfrtssi Ewpe ;m.J 
she world. Hns chaike ^already hniiu 
seen and may mamfcsi itselfui luiil'er' lolJ 
hopefully larger actions m lhe workplace, 
lakiily i'll lhe frtfhk rtf aik ir'icuul.u W'JtT uf 
wildeats Jihl other ness forms rtfufign, 

■.nn- idL i Ik crtfUrol rtf she Ernie uikLrtns. Ll 
may aljo demonstrate itself in outbursts of 
civil dis^icr. as with ihc recent 
CL'lpciJka^Lfi rims. 


Alkodkr Spur for rLLd iu lisuli oh mas he Ehe 
iflCftastnjjLy Ufdotprwl UWtlrtFfCSi Li I" Uk 
li ui!'.* lull ihai capiialism lus sukcEi on the 
pliEikc. The unuillinjirttss rtf [be limlk 

i euii iLl Lrt t;ue aik> lornt of aeEktffc, dk JMOfclS 
plaiisude* and lack of iktfcirk of oito 
^rtvcrnrm+tiis, may Efki|td mure mid mare 
]*cupk lrt E:iLit more e:iJiljI UetirtiLs. 111 
llricaiii, ihis may cuineidc with a -ieleulI-.- 
against she British got ernnient's decisions, 
irt fmww its. nuclear povw programme. 
AlknJkr factor rtf growing discontent is 
anger ai a sbrvcillanecsrtcieiy ih.it is 
Sleadkly tiuhlehiim its ufi]\ Add: lie Su-alt 
ihis, di svatisfaciktii os l i eIh: rwu nouns of 
work - consume jsscssiiknc and sarucs 
setting, easualisaiion end seisifkaraiy 
contracts - ride.* alongside die Jeep 
itfihapptibcss wishiri o. society geared more 
and more irtCiMSumefisiri. ha i in lily, 
N^t-lJi.'sh ji id nirtdLrtcrjry. This unhappim.^- 
and alknalion ili-.-ul-.l not ho underoi n iuielJ 
as ic li jd a ley importance in AnJggfus of 
lhe Iu■■■! few decades. 


Tu nun up ihuik, ill is ill 1 ' 1 , radiealisjjibon 
irnuhL involve a number 

eLiriVLteiik. ajid sparkiikj; rtIT hjHkbll^M 4 J£ 

HFf OV ertappiil^u. res-rtlw: OEShiuld lI p>f'H.' -.eI i■. h i [rt 
vi'at. aj^aiiisL Lkalrtgbiial dm.'aitaLion, agajvusi 
iiiklLar pQifotf m jjjainsi iitrv^kllancc. around 
\\ orkpljee ulirObil mid dL'-'jci.v I'jeLioiL hviLlk 
ilk Crtiksuikkr^ximy. Tile Iasi ere.iL radical; 
wave in ilk l%tte smi rie^s eomtaiLve 
cull utal desek^nem-k, clmremefiMd as 
"crttULier-euhiiJcs" ajbd “yoinli sufcs 
eLili iai l --' In remains, to be seen \\ lieiher 
ilbese frill develop aopin. Il'chcs do 
dcselrtfis ie ill he h'-ilj indicator due ihc 
deiiilily _u,iLp of defeat and ap;iEhy un chc 
itiiis of eJw populacinirik is hceiihikiiLu. u ■ 
beertane Scaler. \Vluies-er hap|>etis. 
iinarehast revolutirttfanics mu^i conriinuc cn 
underline thu need lor resistanec and 
sirLur^k. WIiIilaje any Lllushins, in a eortl 
analytic way, is in-osi resimlise Uk message 
rtflirt^: slial was Lirigjnally ihc vital 'p.irk 
of she res i 'I ui i-. -ai ji \ inov cnienl w hen it 
enkLieed in Like Iddt eciiLury. 
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anarchism and nationalism 
in armenia 


Armenian oiurrhislH. ;il I of w burn IkJ M il: 
counUy in kite 2 DU 5 - after attacks ^ind 
(hrculs lo Muir MvcS by lii«j national isl 
DastimdicuLbyiiii poliliciM h.ne been 
i iridicaled ever Lire iisuc ihil MLrew cIicjii 
into Ibis raasl recent conflict with Ihe far 
Right. Four AnnhiEts, founders of Ehe c\- 
Sov icc Union™ide Anflrchi^-ConuminLsl 
organisoEron Autonomous Aclion. had 
campaigned against changes in ihe Arme- 
m.Ln nndhution by President Robert 
Kocharyan [whose gmemmeitf it propped 
up by DsshnakcuthyLink Those changes 
allowed Armenia's S.IXKI.i^j-strong 
diaspora lo apply for duel au/enskijv. 
Autonomous Action blew I Ik lid I Ik Kighfv 
real agenda: 1 m .Mlow iliese with 4ju.1l 
citizenship 10 vole in Armenian eketim. 
Armenian Biumehisls Si.ive been engaged in 
historic sirugeles w: 1K ItasbiukcuLlmut 
before, li.uli 1 thw cmcnis in faei grew hue of 
a laic- ninctanilKe^ury htfdaijsi nnote- 

jiilmI V,hLli emerged essentially in i'PIHisi- 

lion docpfiuv] of the countiy by lnifH.-inl 
Russia. OashiMikeiiliiyiifi iwnLEhe reaction¬ 
ary niUEC ;i:iJ can hesL be described since: 
iheii as nfllMnfl]T3flcialisl {quasi-foscist^ 
and like fnosl amihnfiiaf Lons sells ely 
eollaboraied %s- illi successive regimes before 
and during Mil Soviet eta 10 eliminate 
libertarian influence ariongsE the people., 
AnarebiMn ded ined under wafious repres¬ 
sive regimes unnl Aulonmnnus. Action was 
formed in 2CH Yl a wlk-n some disillBL^inn 
v-.hieiv: cfunniunists, fotutd Kropotkin 1 * 
CorMfrtvMi in a secofld-twnj 

bookshop, 

Armenia wos met a ioal power mi by 


JCNAO wuh Ihe lirsL ever Christian fc 5UMe\ 
Us er the centuries il was Htuee/ed. by 
Persian. Imperial Russian and in particular 
Turkish expansionism. In ■ 915 Turks 
murdered one and a half iniEEion people in 
ftli.it many people regard as an attempt al 
genocide (bu.1 which hasonlj been 
recognised as such by a, handful of coim- 
Ui«> I Airing the Soviet era Armenia 
formed an i mporUint geo-political boundary 
between ihe USSR -and ils enemies in Asia, 
and was closely controlled and militarised 
by Moscow'. As a result of its turbulent 
history, Ihe Armenian diaspora is far larger 
than the population of ihe country itself, a 
land-locked Trans-Caucasian enmity of 
2,[H>0j0W people. Most of tlie emigres are 
in ex-Kovid t 'ninn, franco, die US, and 
al *0 Mie UK. Rut extreme nationalism is 
often a characteristic of Jin placed peoples 
ansLous eo see dicir mythologised homeland 
ri^: ahtwe h* enemies. 

A i^ipular Armenian joke nuns Mtu>: When 
the I'lind subsided Noah sli Mbc Ark down 
udi Mount Arrant (once in Armenia, now iie 
Turkey k [t was soon surmnrujed W a small, 
pn“iud people shoeing "'It's llie circus! Il's 
thir I’’ F.nikafLng jokes, can mail u^ly 



polilieii. ^ipecillcjlly. nalihuulism prevails 
ihc coding of n hiftoric conflict bclwcen 
Armenia amt AKcrtmijaai over control of the 
largelv cihntejlly Armenian Aulommious 
Republic ^I'NagoriLy Karubukh. In 1991. 
when Uk tluee icpublLe^ became ii Life pea l- 
dciil from Sovirl Union, AFcrbaijan refused 
to rceogniM- the autonomy of ihc Karahakh 
and set about .1 n rk-d r.e it. Armenia^ whilst 
never offkfeifh' involved in the Karabath, 
sent sroops Id 'defend 1 ir, ;md to hopefully 
to Lake il ibr itself. The war lasted from 
IWI-1995 and hundreds of Armenians 
from Ihc Jiitpon] relumed lo Ehe rcgin>n to 
lake pari. This dcmonvirmes Mi-.il naLienalisi 
atiae hmeni to a greater Anneni.i is far from 
hetng liniiled eo beni-gn roinaiiMc nostalgia, 
and provides slark con Erast with ihe 
iraumalie ordeal of eonserijued of Arme¬ 
nian celizcfis r meluding lhcwe who were to 
lalcr heciuue die anarchisLs. 

In i-L'. Li ie years Armenia has ncu sloqd up n> 
close e^aiuinaiiuri of iLs deekrTsd system. 
FolLtical coinnientaiors. and ii^kpoukiit 
obnervL-rs le^iain suspicu?ias Lif practices 
emphwed aaKuid Mu last eleciion r way 
Kiel; in IW. A more reecne Armenian jolit 
ruiis ihus “Ull-Ji. RluJf iLihl ICochrLi)ui art 
ott a plane. The engines fail, and (he pihsi 
KiiU ouc leaving >only one pafpehude. The 
ihfee premiers decide Il> have a democraiie 
vote 10 see who dwrves die pafaeTiuie: one 
man, tuie vote. Kocharyan wins". Ebi 
Fetrifliy 21rd 2EKK?, as ibe anarchrsts luid 
pi l-.I iLienf KuelLiryan indeed evceihlcd iIk 
franchise n- Ehe diiihpofa. Anurdnsis now 
jwed lei lIlie the vmin^ f^rms of Armenian 
tTirrr/^flo V Hiie. hoi hoe actually making die 
trip Ln (heir L-i:Mxjs-hies in SVlw Yuri, 

L.h> 1 l 1 Li■ 1 □ ;jm! 1 3 ; 111 ., mill i^t| Itu rel 111 ned 
Amicniai hi;ml.. “Amieiiian l.inhu.ssics hit 
pri ui' ihc K..vchur>'iui “firing aj« Anoalian 
_ii mLTlSijsI cs.dc espl.niiiLLl, "'This is il lor 

miLii i:l; tlig lind 11 . 

.•Jj^wwrjiTrjrf.v .-Ti Jjijpj r.T u JdrtMoifJnftv-v 
/l 'j /i r /“rj H .■ s .<r? i , K, r . I ri'jvri ht.wl-i Vj^r.urj«?rA A 
lAfJref.Y (jfi llrtf j'^r Jfi 

Itiurrn r/rmr^iiYjrjr 4 , 1 r-&L"i r iV t nvtr?: IrNfv 
H'lkn 1 tw# pjsuftnr ^i^rrr 


“The three premiers decide to have a democratic 
vote to see who deserves the parachute: one man, 
one vote. Kocharyan wins” 
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oh, 

say it with paving stones! 


¥lic 1 ill 1 11% years his witnessed a tragic 
and pajaduxical culmr.i] shirt: from the Old. 
— life emergence of a powerful iri li■l l-h il-jti 
encompassing die vkUk^ of cultural, 
jvci-] iii i era I LLi'ht social inno% m mn — to Lbc 
New — a digression co the very h;Lse of a 
icixuservative fLKitaii) 1 ihiL: old m[ l: ni|i[> l d 
to destroy. 

What lie peredi c today as Culture, and the 
way ne respond eo lhss as indii iduals, has 
changed drafnaiieally since the l L 3(H.K. Whai 
mas utiLt an Cullure a powerful 

collective response 10 archaic and 
oppressive institutions hits loday become m 
series ol" haihtMJC- products icid of meaning, 
utilrfi represent m >i Itinu but ik expression 
of capitalism's drihe for profit, 

LJ lii macnzly [here is perhaftta pleihora of 
reasons for this doienoranon of modem 
cuhure, hui Qfe one [has resonates most 
tragically with me is life departure of 
radicalism I'shtii i die youth seme. At [lie 
hL-L-innin^ of the 60 s young people. iu-J 
mure impcnanLly si-jUl-iii^ made up ihe 

e^tolyst Of social, CUiliMUl, arid p.riilk-nl 

imiovuliun, and they did sll eineiyging jls the 
nth generation: bursting out of the I Q5l“Js 
jih! iu pusi-war a^fealypLic nightmare. The 
vuuch of [I hj sixties, siek and [LtulL of the 
;fet i i i . 1 1 l 1 1 a I . preisuneeiied morality espoused 
fry iSseir pareiiEs, realised instead ihai they 
truly did liaie a world to win— yuudi, 
■iEuJleics, Lids. hf'.'-Le uui of their f'litislLici 
nays, and Ife^un Hiring a visksi of J3 new 
■■s>.xld: h? fieri with h iokocc. hot usually with 
musk, an, Jmp and kn-e. The Vieiium war 
yuse people Life basis for opposition 
ai ihe “establishment", and hum it an 
egression of mpiemcms which eliulleneud 
e^ery- core valife and cultural appreeiaiion in 
heslem society: life way we listened to 
music, wrote books, luid sex, and organised 
our time. 

Tire mtisL piomincnt nwnfeiitsofihih 
cultural radicalism came at evctiLs ILVe 
‘bViodiikfel., which exempli lied the 
oollecEivc belief tka euliuiu represented 
sui uLrl insu. nek. The lujtpie scene in ^an 
Francisco and the creation of tlmasands of 
communes-4 an expression of all these 
dilTereii political and pfrikivuphiLal ideas] 
uere a convergence between yuOLh and 
eadiealism. 

I 'm ikit, as an anarchist, Llfe-mosE ikrofimnd 


exampk hif ihe L jli iii :ialiLH i of this 
id e.durn I lv.- li^S E^nsriuEs, in 
which sludcnts Jl Ik 1 Sorhimne. -lingered il 
Ihe closure of the Nimtene University 
convened to organise a series of strike*. This 
small .ilIhtii uf^nlidiuiiy k[keen student* 
quietly kenme a ami ilhtlI eierO at leii 
TnilliLwi dnkinii worketa; Korllln In Ihe 
■s-lnoeis, between ihe police and ihe sLttdcnli, 
lypifled hit dellunet of youth ylohalLy. 

Since! lFjiL -111 in-enE, the L-iiiei^enet of a 
p/ tfff fpsffflrir, dhttn cd fry 
IJvkinl. hitv bcrCOmC <mr peredved rcidUy; 3 
world of ohjecis lal iii^j form as she 
definuave enneept fe^emuig mir world. Tlie 
eljiLTirnLiiUtl iiUku jLiLhns ^I'lliL MJs halt 
f-nikd, Brtdccwwftpimly cultutt rm« idb# 
1o creole uny thing new pushing to the 
peripheries any sense-of radical expression. 
Cultural industries net longer feel ii 
beneficial cn eihlixse anythin^ iJlol apfkats 
IfUM^xtrmuA, lulyiiig un □ uxrmula ekiic 
embrace:s iritenes-sas 3 ctilluml remedy, 
Culture was radical when youth w as. radical; 
jhm r in die nge of Ihe PI ay-station, eullure 

rcpccsLiiiEs i i"Lhi iLt 1 . iii m l Uuih -: ur desires Lu 
uiLiniiint.ir il> enWTWincd- 

OfcounH! il's ih 4 all doom and gkxma. 
■stnJcm and radical art movements dtis-lill 
cxLcl and youth will always W ulciituidy 
reiLuuiiucujy. Tk- problem, I think, ii i 1 lj i 
di&illiHturtmcriL in wftat dc-floes us k 4 ind wkn 
heller defines t& lluin the culture to which 
we connect oureelvei? Youth needs lu 
■indcrsLind it Ills [he ahility m innoiale 
again: to eluilkn^e Life v-mld hy kresEiiLg 

control Ihffll lik’tnE^ pK'diUcptnfeveiylhing 
wc love afoul oiu Iwcs: music, I item Lure. 
Him. arl And lime, i.cl tiscie;i1e!“ should he 
hUif motto. 

Ihe Inner half of Ihe iweirlieih cenlury saw 
in E?\pk»s 9 Lin id nsilic:;il IhDpo buiNl iiiTi ■ llie 

■iery tore oi ttgenmniop, 5iml k is wkdly 
eorreeiiahle lhal Ihis ^-ill, -at seme point 
happen again. Jn any case, -and until [hat 
lime weean all agree [hat the 1960s and. 
!*)7<fc uirt □ spvClal ninrntml; ;m ultmilM 
spmiftcle thnl, regnnlless its latluics. jtnve 
us an understanding ond perhaps even a 
ciinlidericc. hidden us iL may seem P U* reoELy 
ujidefstcnd m f radical po^ituxb in u society 
jnd hisCttrS- ihLerit <m dysLmyiji^ Ehu vnry 
essence our treats ily, 
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flores magon and the 
anarchist vision of freedom 


Tfc M~ oiv than u fkcade ago, draw i uu. 
I\/I an Ihe import ml vs Filings of 
t Jj>avid Hookihe anarchic 
tendencies w ithm Ihe Mexican Revolm™ 

Cl Ll wroteanarticle oniheKir'«_- und 
jn.ir-.hbsl philosophy of Ricardo Flora 
Viagra [2]. Il was un attempt la keep ilIIvl 
ihe mcraaiy af un important rav-nlutionaiy 
anarchist jL a u ine when ao-pimilivip 
■jihd su-callcd fHisLsIiatJurjI isi iniajvhiRHi 
Caka NirizBehean Marxism) who hegannirag 
Id Ukc ceiitne stage in aiuDchidciick^. For 
Flore* Min^fip along w.iih Ibis brerthef 
and Lfbrndn Rivera, wu an 
important figure wiihin ihe Mexican Liberal 
Part}, -and his writings anJ aclivitics had a 
crucial impuei an (he course of the Mctkaib 
Rcvolulion. 

In Ihc bookshops now is j splendid 
collodion of Ricardo Flora Main's, 
wrilingM^k mostly compiled from Ilk- 
periodical Rcgemncion I his; periodical 
llrsl appeared ifb I TOO as a law journal hul 
hblL-r became a radial newspaper, openly 
espousing un.uelhve^nmunbsiti, lhal is, 
rcuriuLiorurv -.iju^l'Il anarchism. 

I-Jitcd hy l s Iw Flufc and MicLlk-l l Verier, 

'i Jci^icns EPfFrDLdunb IL U u flared js u 
“RicanJkb F]«^ Magon Rc.idL-r ,L , and 
ptowiita for ErigMdi^vpcuLinp. radical. hue 
Enily & (nmprehensivc cflflfetion Lif Flores 
unielcs, which appeared in 
Rcgeneravifri between IQtiOand E9L8, hut 
a Is* dLKiMisctbls die vurioti* praelamaiuifiG 
and marbikstocs mt" ilii± Mexican Liheral 
Party. H un unflhc Run Ji:r> this 
jisiluduijy is blessed hy an citcdEuiiE and 
informative imr«siik'tioib el> ih._- historiLul 

iKtekyr^md in VkJUCO* Jiul inllie life aitd 
slPiijjl^s nf FluftiS Majjftn This 
incrLKhidicnu written hy V-ltict, bike* up 
Suilbir uiyEiiy pii'c-., il k I Fi n suhsLihtrlc. Il 

is wdbrKtfarthed, jnd fi 

lipbO ilium iiiatnLji-Hie RtOdCf Altttha* a 

u«!fal diMiwkny ofP'ctH^ relating to 
Mexican hisfwy and flares MugutTs awn 
^it^raphy. m-s vi vil aoim^iedlktu and 
GOfflpKhcn*b a bibliography 

\ eenLuri lj|^r rainy peril jps drfjSKr tin, 
validity and appmpriai£ne.v%H,if pnn^d 

slrogglft ;^£jiii3si political tyranny jnd 

i^LinLi*rite nppre^iLin. I'ven M\ oo Line 

radinfi FlrtW Mn^afiN forvcfulflrd 
|K-Ktie uruin^s he Licher stum inspmrtt 
amJ irtov-ifj by hh pwasinn ftir WKidI jw-siie^ 
his miJinianaiy scry^h"s far ra helk-r 
Uivrld, of tyniiuiy iuthJ cNpImtflliOn, and. 
hy hw lutid vi-riun Ml'anajehy. I law 
dil k'renl iTam ihe iRtseiiranCrvI rmisinjjLS. a| 
ihe pr^ls|nH-lL[mlis|s L t(nj'^ 4|,LMdeiriic- 
ffn;irMl:inns wba a.pcpcHipn;ilL-iiL many Jil 


By Brian Morris 

lhc ade^s of an earlier r^f 

aranjehistk ^ilh l ink nr nn 
jekiiLiwIed^emena. W-Siilsl; (hsnn^in^ Iherai 

in elitist hLshiiin as rtatve rtirrwnlks r Unlike 
lhe^ pHs^jsEnLeninih^iH, I' lnres ^ 

canrerrwd wish ihe pTn^ni^s cif humnniiy. 
li-ilh dw imponmee nftp.icli h iind wiLh ihe 
iransfttoiHl iw fil' iHik< "'chnw bemniliil 
™nd?«"(as Fliipes- M-ngun lhem) - 

Twimely, lihcrty, et|ik-ilily and rralemiCy 
ifiIu irrstUuliuns VikitfH Ihe live 
a^H^iiilian of huniftn hein^ iind hurmin 
s£ihduTi!j wnuld hv purabk and 
suslalfttiblc. 

Inlluenced by F^akuuiu. KrajH'lkai and 
MalaE^stOn flora Mogjun w as iui '"upusLle of 
J^yIchislTl“ , who laaghl thai ccmoTme 
mi Mil} and degradatiait was nm Ksmelhing 
"nolurar hul pnhkioei by “thy thievery af 
the rich. Ihe mani palaUan nf reh^ian. itnil 
govemnaenl reprasion” ay VerleT 
suttindl) pul^ il. [ndeed h Flcnv^ Magon 
*penl his 3ile llgfilin^ .igumst all limn^ of 
oppraston, dutlen|fbn|£ what he lU'^urihes 
as lhal ’’dark IrinHy^-capituf aulhorky 
Igasenvmenll and ihe ekrgy. Harassed all 
hi^ lilc. Flom Msgdn died in Lcivamtiri 


PeniienliuTy in Kiui-^s m Muvi.fi'ihtr, M>;2, 
It wras nllcgcd ibat ha thy4 afa hyart aUaek, 
bin ueytirdin^. tn l.ihradn Rjvmi. he lud 
hyen munJered Hy the pri^Lifi rmahLirilips, He 
WT1S Hul ftwly eight y&\TS nld. ll «:ls a life 
ikdiyucd 1r> thy anuarhis* eniwtv Ibc 
wnl inripi nf Floras M^gte are nnt cmiy n 
viHB^e tr| inspi ruliiin I'nr |hy !vu* e«Si|™^ nl 
lln% comnendolile ,_ Keader'" hue lor all 
libertnrllJI ^wialiMs and anim hasts, Ihc 
publishers, AK. Prt^S, are Cn by 
congratulated far supporting I Ins prajsel, 
-Land and Libedy'" is Still a rallying cry lt»r 
inuniy pvnplc in Memni. 


/ fl-fJ ID r(XjUI LatuI h mt Litwriy. 
Amvrhtsi trtflam act in tfr*: \hv(k*m 
Rinwiiftfti rj ScMKly: CimfiKg&s f h *'-W S?~7, 

1 m,W \iOHkl£W(m> MqffaanJthc 
Maxim! LIbcraf Pciri}\ Anarcky FWJ in 
'Ecology nml Amm lmm " Afatvam. 

Imiwe* 

3, CtiAZtiUFEond MITCHELL l HfiTMt 
(£dsl IM'AWis o/Fmtfom: A Ricemfo 
Floras MagAn RaoJer Bditfbn^h: 4K Pfhi 
2W5. £I2.m 
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albert camus and the anarchists 

Organise! looks at the life and work of the great existentialist writer Albert Camus, 


Horn in French Algeria into a poor family 
m I9|3 r Camus lersi his I'aiher in the Brittle 
of (he Marne in I4|6. He was raised by his 
mother, who worked as a charlady and w'hs 
■H i lerate Winning -a scholarship. Camus 
evenlually began n career as a journalist. 

As a youth, he was a keen Footballer as 
wc9E as being a member of a theatrical 
ivDiDjkr. 

From his lime as a goalkeeper, Albert 
Iannis always find a learn spirit, lie had a 
generous, if sensitive nature, and always 
south'! I he maximum unity, seeking io 
avoid or bypass rajKour. Many intellectuals 
WTiLipg about Camus have obscured his 
support of anarchism. He was-always there 
io support ai Ihe mosl difllculi momems of 
■he anarchist movement eicn if he Fell he 
could nol totally eommii himselFlo that 
movement. 

Camus- him self never made a seerei of his 
allmetioa towards anarchism. Anarchist 
ideas occur in his pl-ays and novels, as for 
example, La Pf^ + L'Etal tie siege or Lei 
Ju3ies. Ik had known the anarchist tiasrnn 
Lcval, who had w riiicu about ihe Spanish 
revolution. since l*MA. Camus had first 
express'd .mini iration for rcvcihitioiury 
syndicalists and anarchists. eonscienflious 
objectors ami all manner of rebels as early 
as I9JH whilst workings a journalist on 
"he paper L"Alger Kcpublieatnc, according 
io his friend Tascal Pia. 

The anarchist Andre Prudhommejiux first 
introduced him at a meeting in ISM# of the 
Cerclc des HludiaoLs Annrehisiex 
(Anarch is! Studewl Cirale) as a sympathiser 
who was film illar wilh anarvhisl thought. 
Camus also supported the Groups dc 
Liaison Intemation.ile which sought io give 
aid io opponents of fascism and Stalinism, 
and which refused io Like rhe side of 
American capitalism. These gjoups had 
been sei up in l L ?47-4S r and intended to 
give malerial support to X ietims of 
authoritarian regimes as welt as 
exchanging information. Happoncrs 
included Ihe Russian anarchist N iced as 
Lj/arevtleh. exiled in France, ex well as 
many supporters of ihe revoluEinnaTy 
syndicalist papeT La rdvolulion 
Proletariemic. Camas remained a friend 


and financial supporter of RP mini his 
death. 

Albert Camus' 1 ! book L'Homme Re volte 
itranslated into Lnglish ns I he Rebel l 
published in 1^53, marked a clear break 
between him and ihe Communisl Forty kl 1 !. 

I t was met with hostility by ihose who ^ere 
members oj The Communal Parly or were 
Fellow travellers. Its message was 
understood by anarchists and revolutionary 
syndicalists in France and Pain, however. 
Ibr it openly mentions revolutionary- 
syndicalism and anarchism and makes a 
clear dL$-LineLion between auihorilarian- and 
libertarian socialism. The main theme is 
how to have □ revolution wiihout Ihe use of 
terror and I he-employment of’Unesaiisf 
methods. So Camus deals with Bakunin 
and Nechaev among others. ‘"The 
Commune against the Slate, eoncrele 
society against afeHilulisI society, libcny 
against ral lonal tyranny, altruistic 
mdix iduatism finally against the 
colonisation of Ihe masses.. 

He ends wilh 9 call for the remrrecEion of 
anarchism Auihnriiannn thoughl, thanks Io 
three wsirs ami the physical destruction of 
an elite rtf rebels, had submerged this 
libertarian tradition. l-Sul it was a poor 
victory; nnd a prov isional one. ami the 
struggle still continues. 

Gaston I eval responded in a senes nf 
articles to. the hook His tone was friendly, 
and he avoided harsh polemic, but he 
brought Camus to book on w hut he 
regarded as a caricature of Bakunin. Camus 
replied in llie pages of Le Liberia! re. the 
paper of Ihe Federation Anarchi-Jc 
tciroulation of this paper wjh running at 
100,tWO a week in Ihis period}. He 
protested that he had ocled in good failh. 
and w ould make a correction in one of I he 
passages criticised by Leva I in future 
editions. 

The general seeieEaiy of Ihe Federation 
Anarehiste, f jeorges FonlenL-. also 
tcx iewed Camus's bi>nk in Le Lihertaire. 

To the tilfc quexiion "h the revolt of 
Camus the same as oursT\ Fontenis replied 
lhat it was. However he faulted him lor not 
gix ing due space to the revolutions in Ihe 
Ukraine and Spam, and for portraying 


Bakunin as a hardened Nihilist and not 
gix ing credit Io his specific anarchist 
positions He ended by ad mining lhat ihe 
book contained some admirable pages. A 
review by lean Vo the fallowing week in 
Lc Liibcrtairr Has w armer and more 
positive* 

1'hcse measured criticisms from Ihe 
anarchists were in contrast to those From 
Ihe fellow travellers of Ihe Communisl 
Party, I ike Sartre and the gjoup around the 
magazine Les Temps Modeme. This 
marked the beginning of Camus's break 
wilh thal other gjeal exponenl of 
existentialism. The criticisms of this group 
were savage, in partieul.ii lhat of Francis 
Jcanscm. Camus replied thal Je-anson's 
review w as orthodox Marxist, nnd ihal he 
had passed oxer all references to anarchism 
and syndicalism. "The Firsl International, 
ihe Bakunlnist movemenl. slill living 
among ihe massesol'the Spanish and 
French CNT, are ignored 1 ', wrote Camus. 
For his pams. Cnmus was 
"exccun m uri i cated by Icanson From Ihe 
ranks nf the existenlialisls. These methods 
disheartened L'armts. He also received slem- 
criticism from Ihe .Surrealists for the artistic 
conceptions xvhhin the book. IL looked like 
ihe anarehisl movemenl were Camus's best 
supporters. 

Camus marked this break in other ways 
loo. hie had made a pledge Io himself Io 
keep away from intellectuals who were 
ready Io back Stalinism. This did not slop 
him from wholehcancdly comm ill mg 
himself to causes he thought jusl ;ijkL 
worthwhile. In Spain a group nf anarchist 
workers hud been sentenced to death by 
Franco. In Paris a meeting was called: by 
Ihe League for the Rights of Man on 
February 22nd 1932. Camus agreed lo 
speak al this, lie thought it would be useful 
if Ihe leader of Ihe Surrealists, Anting 
Breton. should appear on ihe podium. This 
was m spite of the aliack ihnc Hreron had 
written in the magii/ine Arts, over Camus's 
criticisms of Ihe pact Lautreamonl, 
admired hy Lhe Surrealists as one of their 
precursors. Camus meL with the organisers 
of Ihe event. Fernando Gomez; Pclaez of 
llic paper Solidandad Obiera, organ of the 
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Spun Mi niKbcH^ndidisE unici Ihc 
CNT, and lost 1 Lsler Bonfe, seadnry of 
ihe Spanish pn^lilic-nl prisoners ledcrutitin 
M l >| Si asking IIk’iii lu approach Union 
w ilhmil L*IFing him lhat Cufnus hud 
suggested it, Oman ngiced k> speak ,it lie 
meeting even ihough Camus would he 
present. Gomez then lold Brel cm thul 
Camus had suggested be speak in the 1 irs-l 
plu-ikv which moved Breton to Lears. Later 
Camus told Ihe Spanish un-arehisl* thnl 
be-causc he hod nol replied In Breton's 
anger in kind IhaL u ncar^nconeiEiation was 
possible, Camus and Brokin ^linred l be 
podium iiikL were even seen ehalling (for 
llneton and Ihe Surrealist* links 1>> I be 
anarchasl movtmrenl we Organise! no.44 | 
Camus took a position of I be committed 
mCelleytuul H signing pediions and writing 
for Lr Ijbertairv. 1_a nvo-liilion 
PrxHelanenne iiilJ Sutidaridad Qbreni, lie 
obo became purl ol'Ehe edllnrial Inward of □ 
little liberluTian revi-a^. Tcm&im F?S6. H 


getting to kikov^ il* cdilot, Robert Fiois, a 
proofreader by trade, Cam ns via Ploix* 

■mel up Mitb Giovanna LSemen (CiletB) Ihe 
companion of the gilted Mahan ananebisl 
Cumiilo Etameri W|hj hod been murdered 
by the Sl«linim In Spain in I ^37, Camus 
also met Kmlle Moi1rejean h who had been 
Ihe cnlwhib companion of Vidor Serge, 
..ind bad been involved in Ihe I tanned {Jung 
■ill-iir and truth KiretLe had been working os 
a prooiieadcf for the paper Pnris-Soir fora 
lung tune, Camus also became ,v friend of 
Ihe anarchisJ vecenin Mou-r.ee Joycux. who 
was Liter le remark thnl of all 
contemporary library works The Rebel 
wus Ihe book 1h:.L mosl close!y defined the 
aspirations oi' the studenls and workers in 
Slay L *m. 

Again i n 1W Camus came In the aid of 
ihe aniuehisls, Mawwe Lai son! g 
propaganda seerelruy of the Forces Lihres 
de la Pah three Forces of Peace) ns well os 
an editor of Le Monde Liberloire, paper of 


Ihe F ederation Anureliisle, hod produced an 
anltmilitflrisl poster using Lbe format of 
otTeiat army prupaguudj As o resuh Iw 
Wtt tfrltelttd isxr >uV^M, Camus w?k j 
character w iin^ss al his Irial,. recalling how 
lie bad fin! mei him ai I lie Spanish public 
inching. 

Coiiun Euld die ulhjitl, "SinciF ilnrii J hose 
tiini ufkn amt have Keen in n pintail 
Its admire biv wilE lu right againsl Ihe 
disaster wliieli IhruaLens Ihe human race, It 
stfcnns impcwiihk eo me lhat nne eon 
condemn a man uliofie action idem ifics *n 
dmuy^ly wiih rhe inwtKS4S *f flll men. 
Teki few men are f|ghtlrt( a^ainsl a danger 
which each da> > more nminoiLH tor 
humanity". IL was reported Lbal afler bis 
slnLcmefLi, t oiinh book bis seat: in a 
CLmrlrrHiiTti eunLpiivA'Ll iiunr'iLy hh| milil.iciC 
wnrlterSi. w|m sjuritirded him v. iCh 
ailed ikHi. L- nkulnnnlely Lnisant moved n 
hca-ny Hoc. 

Cam ns also silood ^ Lih ihe aiureh^u when 
dkzy £xp raswrf suppLiii fiw eIil" \\ cn 

rtfvoll 4i^amM the Sovkls in lawl Germany 
in 3^53 I Fe agai n stood ^ ith Ihe aniiKhisls 
in 1^56. first wiih ihe worfcera’ uprUinu in 
Pu/juin, Pulnud, ;i:iJ lIilii S;i 1 lt in ihe year 
with thL I Jiui L.jrijn l u.-'. i -li]li-.!-;i. Later in 
MS5 Camuv gave his snppcut lo Phene 
Mera in, a member oF Ihe Federation 
Communiste Liberia ire (die Fed eru lion 
AiiinchihLL- had ebllilgtd ils liiune in. I L^-I 
following nuKLiiiKMis ^lnj:g^:l^s wllliin thi^ 

^r^imisaliEmJ. Momvri w^i^ ihe very llrst 
Lienehman lo be imprisoned for an nnl i- 
eoloniaJiAt Maud on Algeria. Canuih 
expressed has S.iEp[Sul-[ ill the of Lite 

nuik™l Jiii ly l. 'Oxpfvw of Sell November 

CJinub- oflen ibod hi> fame or ni.-noriely to 
intervene in ihe piesTi to ^op I lie 
IsecsccuiiLrii i'f aiurehLsi miliianL%ur iLi alen 
pnhhc ^iaii^wl. tn lit* final y^Jf nf |iL% life 
Cam us scllled in Lhu ProWOW village of 
Loummm. Mere he made the jequ.iim.uiLe 
of Plane k Creoc’h. A Hrete>n, bom in Paris, 
■self-iLduehc, and a eonLineed arurebiAi, he 
luid enme lu tlic village during Lbtf wariu 
“deitioWlisc -1 himself. Camus employed 
him u% his gardener and had Lbe benefit of 
being ahle bo hnve oonversalicms with 
somCiiiie nn Lbe same wavelengch. 

i Jiil ilf lbe lasE e;u[ip3igiw I ':im ilv vi;is 

nLT -.’-h. l'i I mi ihat of ihe nrwrehist Loutt 
Lecoin who tdught for lbe st-iitus of 
conscientious ohjeeiort in l^S-S. Camui 
m;is netcr to see tlie oucnjine im diis 
Ctunpdigii, Li-, he died in n ear emsh em 
1^3, nl l|h 4ige of fbfly-m, 
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A Touch Of Class magazine. Class War, October 2006, 


Last October diw Wnr launched ils new 
muga/inc, A Touch of Class, 11 was good lo 
see a ik'w rriTi^u^i tk coming ouL especially 
a* ITI-n^k Flag didnT nuke H H-ir thy 
book fair. I lw llrst article is a useful 
contribution abend ethics which is. ,i central 
part of (he uulhor lien Frenks’ took Rebel 
A llinnoes i see lull m icw in ihis issue I lis 
main pi>i iM is to sh<vw ihul prertguralion - 
means foreshadowing ends - is a eenlraE 
aspect of eonlemporary class struggle 
anarvhism, although ihLs should perhaps be 
a problem! lor Class War who haii e 
IrodMionnlly been lord of using Ihe- phmsc 
'by any mans necessary" - iiu ends based 
perspective which Franks relrilcf. tn 
Lcabisml 

Apart frcnn lhis> the sniping nl Vdhef 
anarehisls in (he resl of Ihe magazine is 
really t iresome. Forcxaripkr, (he public 
order policing aD.u k wilt he useful ler 
many aetn isls, hi.il why do Ihe edilors Jcel 
(he need locrilicase other unurchisls lor 
only having had a 'cursory glance" ul this, 

I lave tlrcy forgoUcn uH*i1 Llw work people 
were doing only recently to defend LiJf 
arrestcws, which slems from accumulated 
enow ledge ®f U'gsrl mmiloring .nid ads ice 
aboul police tiicLies on demonstrations and 
Klkms7 Over (he years me have all had hi 
learn a bona Section 6<h and yes we need 1o 
spread thy message wider, hut there seems 
(o he no justification for a holier-ihun- 
ihough .id i hide 

lr (lie ncM article. Die magazine complains 


Ihi* b n ready umhuMIr rcuct, especiall} 
forlhdw who iu^ mlemled ifl the idftw 
influencing, prtscnl day anarch -1 
c.ngflni , 'flCN'ii an hrihunaiid llw rvecul 
hi:-.Uiry «i' ihe class -druggie miwcmcnh and 
the pnrt L pcre^enl- and hopefully future 
member* of llice W^ftjjtiMiuns. Through 
the idea ofu ‘'cOisirtcdt urehdype\ (he 
early part Lif rhe took males a MKcevdul 
allcmpl unify tlim struggle an&irehisrti an 
Hritidn wiih^ii living ibe diversity mf 
(boughh strategy ami (ireiics, 

The eLhic* part of (he hook b likewise 
plausible imd undying. Iflhrae ihings help 


about ihe oucciil anti-war movement whkh 
is obviously noL stopping the w ar. Fair 
comment. buL the S WT stranglehold; on Ihe 
Stop The War ctufilion web perhaps only 
able to succeed due lo a lack of a decent 
anarchist ’no u jr hul the elms war" position 
about NATO bombings over Kosovo - ifral 
isk before Sepl-I I and Ihe war on Lerror 
fund he tore Bush). The truth of (he mader 
is* Class ^ar seemed lo hmc nothing to say 
about (his Jl the lime (secOrganise!! 5-2). 
Then, local .kali-war groups uerc less 
dominated by one puny and some even 
managed Eo oiwl Ihe Alliance list Workers" 
Liberty tor dreir support oflhe Kosovun 
Liberal ion Arm) w ho wat cal I ing on 
NATO 'ac I ports". Members oflhe Socialist 
Workers Party were Ihere lrn.it ihey eoul Ja r 1 
alwuy-i dominate. The poinl is it is a bit ripe 
I'orC W (o have a go ,K cMhers l or attending 
wh.il might look like ineffectual 
demoaslntfoas when Ihey don't seem lo 
haie urn alternate ideas. Acling logether. 
Ihe AI and Solidarity Federal ion probdbly 
managed lo re^ch 5-W» oflhe September 
2iH.Mil Maiieheder anti-woi niureb uith 
anarchist."N WIJTC W ■v ie^v|Kiinls on Ihe 
war. Young "Asians" were queuing up for 
-.inuichast leallels and bulletins and we can 
only liopc that more people will become 
inllueneed by some of (his rather than (he 
viewpoints of radical imams. Wlinldocs 
CW think wt: should he doing So build an 
anti-war movement? 

Then there is a re usonahk piece on OCTV 


hrLikg edmmcle^ in dill cram I'-n^ini^LiEiiinv 
EOgmhff iIilu will have be® ;l j nh 
well d l1 47 . iinid bjJisli il will fully ha a 
il'h-jIu] anLidgde in iSic 'fRisE-L-l'f skw if..it 
lumps cliihs -rirujju.l-.- jinurthiiL-r m ih^ with 
mi i of ahe 1 .17ft. 

A nice numhtir uf qunEuN Ihnn AitondlJii 
{'nciiDhuiliM FedLrjri^ui (AC'IT nuL^riiil nr lz 
irtellukdJ Tile: Ai frtjjor Lhlrkk11 
l■ r11.nhu11' i l Eli bviiiging suk Lvuln^i^iLl 
h Il-'.-i. fHurtL into claxj SlfUgfie LMkaruhisan in 
Tlriiain V. J.v LinL r hig ninissi-im. [JlceWhAC 
W'ilh l Li.- I'uIE \j\ hiriDc ihe ACF woh Uh i 
oikly niLlinnd OEgiimsiUiun ih.sl UrZU hirjivits 


cunneras, especially on Ihe laeiul 
reeognilion Ihreal, hid the scEf-iniportaiKe 
comes across again in dispelling 13) card 
propaganda as Terbiuge' eompiired lo Ihe 
more important issue off'C TV, m Class 
War's i^pinionr UuL (here is nothing in Ibis 
article thul gives an idea about whaL lo di^ 
about it AI le.hi an(t-]|S eampiiigners are 
eomiurg up wiih ladies os well as 
inlbmi-atRin and analysis. Local grentps iirv 
me-eling and working hard to pfi^lnce 
infbruuilioi in order lohvlp empower 3ocaE 
people and lire organ ismg actions. In any 
tusc.. nnti-ll> aelhisls eonliikiuilly menlton 
CCTV jsnd ASI30s as pari of the problem 
and are awiuvoflhe polenlul use od'll) 
databases for lav. enloreemenl Ihrough 
fueiat rccergaiilion. A much mijre inlcrc*ling 
entiiism, if you wauled to make oac L w^ld 
be of parts oflhe cm ironmental movement 
who are very in Savn^urofTiatioTMil 
es-piuivion of congestion charging in cities 
(mentioned in the article}and also road 
pricing which eouEd involve the creulion of 
a digiEii l t!UTncm network across the L'K. 
Kiniilly, Class War shouldn'l get loo escit-ed 
about (he BNFs upparenl success for n 
small organIsalium \\s Ihey oale in iherr 
edihvi-Lii They h;^e a rigbl-wing lubloid 
prtMS kicliing up iheii meisirt llhil n^ivhes. 
millions of people it day. If t"W thinks a 
Tcposilicmed 1 iiaarchi^l magir^tne is going lo 
make H huge dent m dial cm ils own, Ihen 
we think this i *j mistaken- Solidanty please. 
Comrudcsl 

\ Ibiidi of Club rA.'. 3 ii ul: 

TA Wtt l^njdofwfiJi^warjorg'A 1-rn.k h a-T + I.k-: jnSf 


ickvedved wiih ihe EWrinniug iniLiaEivta ibai 

lieLped L schuiige lihKWkdge, and Uurtiilkg 
Of Mdi IjhlN QjLiiL-N, I rurih SLunhisid Ui 

F.ajjland and Wale*, T3 l^ AT is less 
jdherud to Georges Foaienis's Muflifeslft nf 
Lit^riiifian GynhmuJhi^n iJun you miglil 
glean fftwn Rebd Allijriees, to she e.^ieai 
ihai v.e l jII it , flaw i rf. es|Meiadly <hi the 

MibjeOE Of ■. arlLiUnid.v 

KiriJIy. in tmuns of "locaiiinei unhe vnirkpLieo", 
uv: e-on just about uikJL-tvieabJ Franks puling 
"nerkf 1 iihlilvinhle if you are meaning onesplk-ic 
HMOiLhi^iiimkaJ ppQfttWH - kjl ic's SViTlh I'HTlislL! 
this i.s in Eule rapidly deEiging, sineeitviny AF 
ineniberi law e joined dbe ladustria] Wurters of 
ihe Wutkl ajkJ aOft’iSft.-L^MliiJflHiHn lihelLiriiuL 
mvebi^t ecbcukn w^ecs eiLi^<ik ■% in die 
iruilbh:. TIiji'I I l^c a bid of work flic Je seciMid 
odibLffl Ibffll 


Rebel Alliances: The Means and Ends of 
Contemporary British Anarchisms by Ben Franks, AK 
Press, October 2006. 
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Three reviews of pamphlets published by Past Tense. All Past Tense pamphlets can be ordered via 
Past tense c/0 56a Info Shop, 56 Crampton Street, London SE17 OAE, or via www.past-tense.org.uk 


Set the people free: the opposition to ID cards in North 
London, 1950 (and 2006). David King. Past Tense. 14 pages. 


Identity cards were introduced into Britain 
during the First World War. The government 
was purely interested in how many men 
were still available for recruitment. Under 
the National Registration Bill, introduced in 
July 1915, personal information on the adult 
population was compiled in local registers. 
One the War Cabinet discovered how many 
men were still available for national service, 
politicians’ interest in National Registration 
waned. By July 1919 the register was 
abandoned. During the Second World 
War ID cards and a national register were 
brought in under the National Registration 
Act of 1939. Failure to produce a card when 
asked by a policeman would result in fines 
or 3 months in prison. The police demanded 
to see ID cards as a routine event. As C.H. 
Rolph, an ex-policeman, noted: 

“The police who had by now got used to the 
exhilarating new belief that they could get 
anyone’s name and address for the asking. 


If you picked up a fountain pen in the street 
and handed it to a constable, he would ask 
to see your identity card ... you seldom 
carried it, and this meant that he had to give 
you a little penciled slip requiring you to 
produce it at a police station within two 
days.” 

In a debate in the Commons in 1947 it was 
pointed out that 20,000 deserters were at 
large. Despite not having ID cards they 
were able to obtain food and clothing 
(rationing was still in place) and so ID cards 
were of little value. Clarence Willcock, 
a Liberal, was stopped by police whilst 
driving and asked to produce his ID card. 

He refused and then refused to produce it at 
a police station within 2 days. He was fined 
thirty shillings. He then appealed and the 
case was taken to High Court. It was ruled 
that whilst the appeal was dismissed, no 
costs would be given against the appellant. 


Willcock then started a campaign against 
ID cards. They were withdrawn in 1952. 
Willcock’s campaign had only a marginal 
effect on withdrawal, but they did affect the 
statistics for police arrests and prosecution 
over ID cards as figures fell, with police 
becoming more reluctant to prosecute if 
there were appeals. 

This pamphlet examines this history and 
how ID cards could be resisted in the future. 
The Government has learnt from the past 
and realised that the only way that people 
will keep cards is if they are linked to 
something they need. WW2 cards were tied 
to rationing and now the Government is 
linking it to passports, and are considering 
linking it to the DVLA vehicle licensing 
database and using automatic number plate 
recognition. Plus the police have already 
tested mobile fingerprinting technology. 


“A shabby London 
suburb”: a walk around 
the working class 
and radical history of 
Hammersmith. Past Tense. 
18 pages. 

A guided 
walk around 
Hammersmith and 
its radical history. 
William Morris, 
the anarchist tailor 
James Tochatti, 
the New Model 
Army agitators, 
the Levellers, Lucy 
Parsons - they’re all in this little pamphlet. 



Reds on the Green: A 
short tour of Clerkenwell 
radicalism. Written by 
Fagin. Past Tense. £2.00. 

And on to 
Clerkenwell with 
a more substantial 
pamphlet. A 
fascinating tour, 
featuring Wat Tyler 
and the Peasants’ 
Revolt, the notorious 
rookeries (slums), 
the London Mob, 
the master thief Jack 
Sheppard, the Gordon riots, the Chartists, 
the Fenians, Lenin, the anarchists Dan 
Chatterton and Guy Aldred. An enthralling 
and well illustrated history of the district. 


72 pages. 



The Communist Club. 
Keith Scholey. Past Tense. 
20 pages 


rtf itmawaiu tint 

|71 



The Communist 
Club was founded by 
German emigres in 
London in 1840. It 
played an important 
role in the radical 
politics of London 
and Europe during the 
mid to late nineteenth 
and early twentieth 
centuries. It linked 
Chartism, utopian socialism, the First 
International, early anarchism, and the first 
Marxist groups in Britain. Its fascinating 
story is told in this little pamphlet. The 
anarchists Frank Kitz, John Neve, Johann 
Most and Errico Malatesta feature in its 
history. 
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letter to the editors 


Word is getting mil Lh.it itur people oflhe 
United kingdom tiaveacauHC Lo mzkliraL-L 1 - 
20b years since lhe ibolitiEKi of slavery! 

Hut how can Ilk- abolition of slavery be 
cdribraJCd when slavery hasn't ktn 
abolished? - Lei me make a point in which 
to remind ourselves oflhe system Ihat we 
are Joiccd to survive in -1 he capitalist 
system is a system based on exploitation, a 
system when a majority uf pt-opte are 
condemned to smiluik for u minority of 
people who are lavished a& tlie recipients oF 
global prolitcering. Capitalism not enh 
pnMecis this minority, it encourages Lhem Io 
pursue mi.trc profit without ajuslkc system 
lo discourage or skip them. For a sysLcm 
like IhaE to thrive - slavery is a vilal 
compuncnL 

Many people will shake Lheir heads cm this 
and think: what are you lalking about. ho 
have- wages'. 1 Wages far what? People on 
(he Minimum Wage are on a rale of pay 
issued by employers nnd backed by a Slate 
thal is driven by Ihis system. Man: warned 
workers aboui ihi> in ihe CommunisL 
Manifesto uver 150 year* ago? Tire 
employing elus:i bay from their employees a 
labour value whkh is publicly declared as 
reck boUona, As a consequence, svoriens 
aurv ive oil Lhe barest of subs isle net 
Workers who iaie frugally may be eanied 
through to die nevl week. before it's buck Io 
work lusave up and ba> some more back¬ 
feed. Sikh workers tale i^rt in Lire 
economy, iherelore we all have a right Lo 
bendii from other areas of the economy so 
(hat oui I iv es can be improved. E las 
anybody heard of an aw aid wage? A ^.igc 
wlKre people can not only all'ord to buy lliu 
barest of essentials. but lhey can also hoy 
nice tilings to eal from the loco] 
delicatessen, lliey can go 1o I he Ihfiure* Lliey 
can buy brand new products instead of 
constantly buying secondhand ones, to save 
money ler Future things like Havel. a 
deposit for a house, etc. These are 
impossible goals lot those w orking full¬ 
time under Lhe minimum wage, 
liven buying lop quality daily essentials are 
not an option. Locally produced tbods are 
out of the question for people on the 
minimum wage because Ibey are often more 
expensive than food bought Trom ASDA, 
yet these ^etkers arecorurihuiing to lhe 
economy jusi as much whilst being treated 
as second class citizens. This is otrUagcuus 
and it's time For wording pc-optc to take 
action - u ich unified action, w orkers ean 


create change - vvhhcul action, the system 
Temains in place, fio w hy has slavery not 
been abolished ;ind ortegaled hi history? 
When the word Slavery is menlioned, 
people like to-give it some dislance from 
lhe Ismcs in whkh Lhey live in today. Il is 
I nr easier to conjure up images of African 
people shackled inside the wooden hold of 
a ship, sull'eriug sickness and alter misery 
while being sent olTLo the plantations ofltie 
Sew World, "fhis is not Id- pul that 
important aspect aside, nor is it intended to 
forget lhe disgusting and despicable nature 
of slavery within that context. We need to 
remind ourselves Ikn slavery 5 it much more 
insidious and lar reaching than many 
people want to admit - and racism plays a 
pan in Lliis. 

I Nstory is ehock lull oF situations where 
one group of people manipulate and exploit 
another group of people lbrecom>mic 
tcj sons. In the paM. and right up Io the 
present - white ixople have enslaved black 
people, black people have enslaved black 
people, white people have enslaved white 
people and, betieve Ll or not, black people 
have enslaved white people. This occurs in 
inosl parts oflhe world. wherecapLlalism is 
given free reign. The superficial reasons for 
slavery are often depicle-d ihrough a 
person's colour, ethnicity, religion - hut 
ilk-se aren't the only reasons for Ll, the 
underlying reasons are rooted wiihln the 
rigid hicrairiiy ofcapitalian. Today this 
country's radio and television stations, ruled 
by big basinet and whose interest they 
sene, eonstnnily generate topics of racism 
and racial diseriimnaiion. Unite often, lhe 
ruei.il abuse inFl icLed is on minor groups of 
people, vulnerable people, people wlm ean 
be more easily exploik-d than other larger 
groups. EVi ipte w ho may have a colour that 
isdifferem 1o them, people uho may have a 
ichei-rn th.il it drfferent to them, people 
who speak lingl ish as a second language. 
Lilhnic minorities are often the target of this 
abuse. Through hombaffdtng minorities with 
lliis hatred, lhe discrim inating group Feek to 
undermine the basic human rights of these 
other fellow viti/ens whom they are 
abusing to try 6 and diseinpower them while 
attempting to gamer support from others. 
One issue at the moment is workers who ate 
corning in From other liuropean Union 
countries to seek work. Often iwciseas 
workers ane motivated to come to the LK 
with the idea, of providing some financial 
assistance for their loved ones bock liome - 


loved ernes whd ane slrugglipg lo survive in 
their naLiv e country 1 this is also ollen due Lo 
cs.pl.niIJliim from Lheirsyslcm back home). 
Some wttrkers who are horn in Ihis country 
sec this, as a threat to lheir lahs>ni. and tliul 
i[uick realms to abuse "foreignera 1 . Miat 
lhey da not under^Lond is that this is a 
deliberale strategy used by the employing 
class t w ho are atso bom in ihe same 
country as 1hcm;i taeut wages across Lhe 
country and Up provide a cheap, highly 
mobilised workforec in ^reat numbers who 
con be paid □> low a wage as possible 
whilsl also mmimising the resf^m>ibililie> 
IhnL employers are meant to provide for 
lheir workforce (sick pay. holiday leave, 
pensions, ctc.l. Responsibilities vvilh which 
ihe government, too. wanls to rellmiuish 
whilsl stilt demanding u vast diversity of 
1as.es ac premium rales. It is under capitalist 
conditions Elbe Ihis, where employers can 
thrive the mosL. {ituigmaslers hire cheap 
labour from countries beyond the LL, In 
work fiums and. sweatshops in Ihis country. 
In many instances, these people are hrem^bl 
in illegally because il benefits-the 
employ ing class Lo do so. Et is fnr easier to 
lhfcalen a labour force w Llli instant 
dismissal and even worse - to conLacl 
iinmignition, Ll'liny begin toorgunise mid 
make -dennuikK Lo improve rheir working, 
conditions. The lac I Lh.m thenc people do not 
have Mime minimal proleetion, which may 
be pnivided for lhasc who have citi/enship, 
ensures lota! obedience of die workforce 
and makes tliein evil erne ly v ulncrable. 
Through masimising csploiULion, 
p^pufen tend other members of the 
employ ingclu^-s, lind themselves in ideal 
eirc amsliuice^. This is modern day slavery 
and it is far from finished with many 
examples Lh.u c-an be-ouLliried - riioin 
women in Laslem E .urope kidnapped, 
brought into this country and forced into 
prostitution lo cockleshell packers from 
OiimL workers in retail, workers who w ork 
in sw eatsbops and denied bosic human 
rights. Ihe list goes on 1 ! Wl^ti you end 
capiuilism you end a system of exploitation. 
And when this docs end. under whol 
circumsionces will slavery end once and for 
all? When working people are aware that 
lhe caprtahsl system is Ihere lo serve us 
bul. rather, we are there to serve it: Wien 
working poopLc realise lhat the isolmionisrn, 
spin, defeaLiimi. confusion, disoricnUUion 
and general sense of hopelessness of our 
sKULilson. is deEibemtely broadcasl 
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georg elser 

The man who tried to 
of the working: class 

Georg User was Kim ni I krmanngeTi in 
province m 9 403. Mis fiklher 
was a wiuhI merchant ami uu ned several 
hectares 4>f r'lirv^l and Eh 4x1 nL 
Ki^mpgsbroenn. CFfiTfji left scJwxd in l fi M7 
ami got a job- Q£ an apprentice turner in u 
local foundry. Afterlhe v>if» his lather. an 
alcoholic, got deeper mlo deni -sind hud fo 
jell lie* business hind his Lind. 

Georg Idk Ihe foundry after Mo years for 
health reawiTK and took up nn 
apprenticeship us a joiner. Die got his- 
in osier's certificate us n cabinet milker in 
1923- gelling Ure best murks tn his class. 


consonlfy by a mass media, rotten m die 
TMihtuIjngekwscliaui innmi When wurtirtg 
pecspfc realise chal ilw ruling cbi^ iriveM 
billions in hi eh a mass media lor didf own 
Ihupctss and HflUfltt - |n keep writer- 
Mnfusud. fourlid artd divided - u> disunity uk 
fair an ckm alllfeoriheempfcijirig 
When working people real ise chit Lhe 
emptying tkixss do ihcse thwgs bew&c 
tl HilR DW givatal fcoT is lo 9tt The 
ttCKting elas* awake and to he made aware of 
uUf plight and whom no longer iipuiKlk- tan 
active ami prepared k* elites Mmjzgle, 

Wtwkcrs who Hill euirtfflnt ourselves Workers 
who mil prepare ft^drer Do orgamsc. 10 unite 
onrsehe> for Clre common psl of libefackm. 
When '■'■eiifKXHii and ubotish dre strucWB of 
httrfiirchy in this rapludhn, nHWChba United 

Kinisikirn, we will kgui locrrtfc 
ciruumsiyiwes iiir LjunreUeslIwI w:|l cable 
iun looeaJc the swiety dull will bcirefn ami 
ofidi wrr Ires. im? will h* an example 

and King hope and iropiBUion to many 
cmhivcd wL*kinjj people accuse ihe world 
The dmnnes iu huulli Aonerfas huvegot a 
hfflafcliirt on us, h is now time Urn tUl countiy, 
a ucrtiriliy synibsdie uftlie 'devriopedr iudd, 
to slww wotkfits 01 other dcvyh^deiiuiilrrev 
wluu can K done to iitipMv <mr lof arid set 
an ciuuiiple by ahulbhirqi by 

emdfcating Ure sL^-dtunenMup Malm which 
ivewhhqi people 1m C had listwd opni tflML 
Tins is when we will huvcttmsc to celebrate. 
hEi nnt Kv.nk\ 


kill Hitler, a lost hero 


LkscnK’d .is sociable hut ikk very 
outgoing. Georg loved working whh woftd 
and meld. EEe set up u workidinp in Ihe 
basement of the family house when: he 
repaired kicks, ftimilure and wotdtcs and 
duck 

Me left Koemgshroenn in I'32$, wooing in 
the Dormer p! .me lactones, and Ihen at 
Kjcmdam in n wateh fnclory. Me wOlfoed 
there on and ullf-during 7 years. and then 
when Ihe CBtcTpnKwcrl hankni.pl. w^s oul 
df work for wvend nionlhs. before gelling 
work with n^w emploiitTS. Ihis a 
period of greal tnhuliifton for lire whole 


Organise? replies: 

flunks ^er^- much fnr I Ids ItlLer In udtlilbu 
id the p<diUs you ninlcJllc EKIJ7 Slave 
Trnde Atl didn't even ship the Irons- 
Ailumic tradc r L n^fif mind that slauty tn 
ihe ]-iinEiJi Wesi Indies w:vs Mill legul uulil 
I ¥ Jit- since Avert the IS33 Slavery 
Abolition Act only guve puiniiil Precdtun H h 
hegb w ith. uiNl the I SOT Ac! dnJ mn 
piolii'hii Uiide within the GaiibbeoiE 
coforties. only Brom Africa. Legnl Bravery 
P.inlunwd weft into the ISStl’s m Sp,ina^li 
Cubu :uhI lVrtogucsc hniiTiL and in Africa 
■.;nni niu<i.i uito lire 2Wl\ tenLury under 
llrltish empire role m Nigeria jiU Gambia 
and THitil the hue m^Eb ift Sierra Lenne. for 
example. Irt 1 Wl. in reply Co the govern nr 
sd'Sreir;i I-Cdntp ^Trtslcul Cliurdiill argued 
ihui sMltiun of shivery there w^uld ihI K’ 
bcrX-Jickil to lire ccunlry's ccofiwrtyt Then 
ihere iv ei iJencc uf coiftinunl uf 

s.1;i\cs yenrss the Caribbean arid Scuith 
Vmencon couM and impnri i ji Uh lire Hritisli 
t ulumcv ovin>i shivc hhi|n u utkr fucefen 
Raw that hint li^cn Tl 1 Ec^l iiul in I caution 
a ad E.incrjjnnl. Naval pi wiurgjnipiis in the 
batfomd Archive show \lo^c jdiii^fuith 
^|;i\cs tm Khir^J) Kirig miercepicd iu Africa 
^kcoJcs aller die snppii^J end of the 
iransirtlaiitae Lmile. S^s ntueb for the punul 
idea of liritish aKilitiun Ireing 2<KJ yeare 
M. tlieu. 

i a luv. in the tEjlk, lirilish slaveowners 


working cluu with mimy out nf weirk or in 
dliiirt term work. 

In his lebwc time Georg played ;■ Killrer 
wnh u Iblk ikmce association, lie wbs veiy 
popular vs nh wiHnen, and had a ehird with 
tnre of his many girlfriends, though lie h;id 
no elosc mule Irumds 
I Ee Kid nianikged lo- gel Ihrough the 
cctsuomtc depression w jihcmt any real 
ililll-cufties. dthcr working around hake 
C^Histnnccor nt Koemgshroenn. lie did a^1 
seem lo hme Jiiy partreuliir inCertS in 
politics Me had joined the w oodworker* 

('HHiliiiuirii uei ml 1 \i pu^c; 


twho included wine aKititioiusl^S I- many 
who never even lived in Ihe Caribbean, 
wcie competlsuletl for each ihey freed 
lu the Itflal Curie flf 2 ft million pounds. Tit is 
uiiHiey they cheiii used lo boiW the eolturi 
initk plus giLvw-HKrkv for night w orking* 
cutuils imd radways M> move lire eOElurt 
away iTnnn the ports, iml btdla iky run Co 
invest in these venhms These muile Hie a 
misfly IcrthmiHrids of Brichdi wtrtdrig 
chiss-women, children mid men nlkr chc 
oflkiul end of dre Trade, strll Usiitg sltve- 
grow ne«[ou I rum America! Ihiek-breitking 
and Gtul Indentured luK^ur amtl rtlred Irtck 
Mritish Cicri hbeart phurtulions under Lire 
same inaslens. lor years-after, African staves 
fought hard feu ^in llierr freedom, iinxt 
allliHTiigli Co k legally Irec is a very hig 
ileid. wc *]!h> ha^e loavk us liave dime ■ 
io nh.ii extern did the Mpltiiuuion c^er 
end? 

You refer hi recent inspiraliun Ehnn SorJth 
America. A word of Wtimbig here ihe key 
is bu gel rid ef bcith cigsiudisni and state 
conCral. lntligem>as people m Venezuela are 
expwknering lire controllnig naUnt of Male 
leaders like Cltavcv. who is comhtuin^, to 
give their loftd* out tu eotupuiHeS litc 
Anghi-Americiiii I'Eacinuc iti UK). Leaders 
tsf aollforUapiiui left piLriies like Chavey; 
ceriainLy do inn like the itkyofpeefb' 
atinmotny. This situacioli is K;iug 
liitddtghted hy ^nu Venezuelan Linareliisit 
I'nuinK in the CftA. 
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union in 1920 as a lecnugcr, Like many 
ivyrken-, Ik v-uled Communist up to 1933, 
UdMoi 1928 1o 1930 he was a member of 
ihe Kod£r Kr\mtkaemppferbund. n from 
organiHlien of the Communist ftariy 
f KPUL but this only involved paying his 
dues, buying the Nidge of Ihe group 1 . hiu 
not Ok uniform) and attending j or * 
meetings in 2 yean. I k sasd lalcr during 
ihe vhne of police interrogation llul:* I 
was uev-er ■ntcresLi’d in tin' prugranriK of 
ihe KPH In the meetings there w-ns no 
question other tlian wage ri-ses, the 
improvement of social housing by the 
government and IhaL sort of Ihing, Thai il 
was ihem who formulated these demands 
wore sufficient lo bring me lo the 
communist side", 

l ie was tlu more active within LIk folk 
musk group, h'rom I93 j, he ended all 
political contact but became j member of a 
/ilheretub and look double kiss ledums. At 
the end ol' 1936 Ik got work us an 
unqtulilleJ worker in on amis factory at 
I leufcnheiTn. He quickly moved uplhe 
scale, gelling ii nspwuibk post in the 
dispnlcli office in 19jtl. m ihis period,, whan 
bis hie bmd never been mure- slabk h quin, 
bismst and anonymous, Ihnl he decided lo 
kill Hitler. 

Georg laker explained bis reasofls under 
police mc-ern.igiim.in. The first was ihnl 
I lilki vim preparing Co lake Germany into 
amuber ?it. This opinion ^vn.^ shared by 
many in I'mope, ami ikH iensl amongst a 
large number of Germans, Other reu^n^ for 
bis ads were llwL hiul heen ^Iri^ vn 
lm> low bj llitlerrin loci wage* in F93K 
under I Filler were less than in 1929. 
contrary to popular misctimciAionsk Gcoqj 
snid l hilt I he work mg class bad become 
csirspcnilesl and chill ^methiiyg hsul to be 
dime, Me ml untied ^Nen Miking w iUi 
colleague*, and unknowns mel nn Imns or 
m reduunmls. though he never rev eakd imy 
names, even unJer UTrture. 

Georg was tm mud, nOr a feniriic, Once be 
bad mode up h^ rmnd. he proceeded in the 
melhod ical niimner Like tlie conStiicrilkius 
worker he was. 

In aisiiunn L938 be sumed stealing small 
amoirnls-of explosives from ihe l-ieleuy. 
bringing nuL 25 packets in ;i ye^r. Georg 
knew ih:j| Mailer visiicd the 
ItuipigerhratikeikTpnh m Munich every 
ye4ir Lin Sib and 4cb My^ember to eelebnOe 
’he anniiieriiwy of the Nari pm-eh of 192S, 

I lc w-unt m Munich nm Kth November, 
m^pecLed llw pub ;mhL smw Hitler arrive imi 
then returned home. 

In Mltfdi 1939, shortly after Ccrnlirt Citk^ 


miaded C'FicchoskvakuL I'korg resigned 
IKhti his job lhkJ i^enL Co Munich, Pte 
.Ukmpk'd iirutkccessfuliy to get work ;tl the 
pub, F^ehnniug Co live wish his parents, be 
gm a job in a c|oarrn ■■'■nub iillowedi him to 
build up bis espbsLves supplies I le 
tc turned lo Munich in Augusk 
Georg, ^slj, ;m anonymous worker one 
among many in a crowd I k* attn^ted no 
aCLention. 

Krem Slh August until 6th Novcntbtr he ale 
ev^iy cvennng at the Uucrgcrbrau. M 
ch^irtg Lime he bid in a cuphiMnd. wading 
for Ihi 1 smfflo leave. He was able lo work 
for lour hours, then returned to his hiding 
pluae ,i>nd lei I with the urrmiil of Hie ilrst 
customers. In three months, he hud 
'h'llnwyd out a pi liar big enough Lo house a 
lime bomb, Fk ptunned Ibrthis ic- explode 
on Kth November al 9 Jo pm. 

Georg should have read Ihe papers, where 
he would hu\e discovered III il llitkr had 
cuTicelk'cJ hit visit, Me was apprehended by 
eusLoms oflieiuls when he alfempied lo 
cross I he border lo SviiizedimL and 
detained on suspicion of being a spy or 
deserter. Incriminaling endence, including 
a poMaird of the puh, were Imind on him, 
Meanwhile the bomb had c^phnkd killing 
h members o| she Nn/i old guard and n 
wnitress When Ihis Ms lunnMnoed on the 
radio, ihe customs officnils remembered I Ik 
postcard, 

T^m^icrred l> Munich. C ic-nrg denied 4ill 
imolveinenl in Ihe attack The Geslapo W 4 is 


culled in After 14 hours of healings and 
lorltuc. tJeorg adnullcd his responsibility, 
11k GesIqM 11 refused to believe that a 
iimpk German worker bad acted on hi* 
own, 

Georg gave away no oik. IX’spilc bis 
sulVering, lie refused to remember a single 
name iifkwter l'amlkuempfcrbuml 
members, escepl one who had died in 1930 
11k German papers called Georg a HrUbh 
agenl. Hitler heped to linidi the war on Ihe 
Western front with a trial of British leaden- 
at Lontlon, for which be u,ould use Georg 
as a witness, and be was placed in 
^oehsenhausen cocieentnUion camp. 

W,'hen. it beCiime obvious lltaL the London 
Irial would not happen, the Nu/b leaders lost 
interest in him. Transferred to Llaehnu in 
MM4, Ik was m urdered on the orders of 
I hmmler on 9ih April 19J5 4it the same lime 
as oOicneaistcis,jusl a lew days-before flay 
liberation of the eamp, 

Kiwi L933 be bad reluse-d lo^tute Ihe 
vwastiba and promptly left any puhlie place 
where ■ Elifter broadcast was being played 
m the Hulk*. Once lie had ta ken his decision 
load, he proceeded melh*Klieally 
Some remarkable individuals Ink e made 
ihcar lives it mi^umenl to rec oil and 
courage. Louise Michel, Nestor Molchm^ 
and Simon Ruddwilzky spnng Do mind, 
iieotg nei-er LhrfMgflfl hrmvell anyone out of 
ihe ordinary, M akmc a Iverp But be bad 
acted ws he saw ftt. How- many in similar 
situiuions wituhl lk! as be did? 







Back issues 


Back issues of Organise! are still available 
from the London address. They cost 20p 
each + SAE. Alternatively, send us a fiver 
and we’ll send you one of everything plus 
whatever else we can find lying around. 
Issue 27: LA riots; Yugoslavia; Malcomn 
X. 

Issue 50: GM foods; Who owns the land; 
War in Kosovo; Ireland - the ‘peace’ 
process. 

Issue 51: War in Kosovo; Roots of our 
movement; Land and freedom; East Timor. 
Issue 52: Mass direct action; East Timor; 
Youth resistance to the nazis; Workplace 
notes. 

Issue 54: Civil war in Colombia; Humans 
and animals; Giving up activism; Dissent. 
Issue 55: Land and ecology; Kropotkin and 
tribal society; Mental health. 

Issue 56: Anti capitalism; Riots in Oldham; 
Anarchist culture. 


Organise! 
...on the net 


Articles from Organise! can be found on 
the internet at www.afed.org.uk 
You can also email us at 
organise@afed.org.uk 


Issue 57: The war against terror; Class war 
in Argentina; ADD; Primitivism. 

Issue 58: Argentina: growing resistance; 
Paganism; Immigrant labour; Angola 3; US 
anarchist poets; Yellow House 
Issue 59: Anarchism and Sex; Class 
Struggle in China; Arditi del Popolo; 
Scottish nationalism; Prison Industry; 
Zazous in Vichy France; Ito Noe. 

Issue 60: Iraq War; Argentina; White Boys 
in Ireland; Fatherhood; Yelenski’s fable; 
Senna Hoy. 

Issue 61: Anti-war action; Argentina 
autonomous movement; New Economy; 
Airline strike; Punk Rock; Paris Commune; 
Prison Human Rights. 

Issue 62: Participatory economics; 
Anarchist movement in Argentina; Camille 
Pissarro; International or Anarchist 
Federations. 

Issue 63: Anarchist movement in 
Argentina- part two; Nanotechnology; 
Resistance in Iraq; School strikes. 

Issue 64: G8 special; Casualisation; ID 
cards; Women’s struggles in Iraq 
Issue 65: International special. Reports 
from Australia, Belarus, China and Croatia. 
Issue 66: The fight against ID cards; 
Rossport; Mountain top removal; 
Empowering prisoners; Spanish revolution 
1936. 

Issue 67: The anniversary issue: 20 years 
of the AF, Hungarian revolution and 
the British general strike; decroissance; 
Belarusian anarchism. 


Stormy Petrel pamphlets 


ToHirda ;l I rusli ftlw flint mkti by J he 
E rk'ank ihB llurmEa, \\ riEirii^h front bIil 
:i uiiL II uri i >Lip who jU-i'mpk'd 

™u lIl L'IilI :ind exEuud lIsl Sp_.ni--It KlyuIli 
linp of 1 ^ 36 . Tip plus pnMa 
M :i l ii [l's1jl‘ s An;in:ttL*ihi Jiid VnOt-rifi,' ah 
intpj tElulI JiKHunLTil hi thii liislcry i>f 
aianrdithl lIjl-.t;, ns/TiBc-p iI'.l ^unm ii un 

■ 11■ sr -j |11: 1-iI_1 1 111 i if ui'iarL-kish] as inindLiiss 


dosl rLiblii Mi while T^sLiEing "he cilVlI tViF 
i-ev l i-l l iL lh i■ [li erejilL- :l Sree :ljl-:L eqiLil gitci^Ly. 

iOppi US I'KhSlUi^C. 

V IItel'I HiawL-rib^ ill FrfrftdiHlI: ] he 
11 mljrjirijil kLtxiluliuu I9i6. An l: ci I ii i 
Jl-_h'«iji iI L'l i'iiiT i if thtf fiFsl p:v-1-w:ii upris*- 
itips :ie;ii:r " dit? Slaliii isE imiFiulidt. A lsu 
iiiehidies j in%Li>ry nf die I lunj-virian anar- 
d)Lo hUWcnlLiU. t \Up plus pLisCuee. 


Anarchist Federation pamphiets in 
languages other than English 


Wt Set It. Available in Webb, Serbo 
CrtMt, tirock. German ;lticI now, ihjnks lo¬ 
om Spanish comrades* in Spnji ish and 
FurlugHeK. They are each available lor p 
mdndmg poslage and packaging from our 
Ltmdcn address. 

I hr Holt- nl the KonluEinnary 
Or*inni*a1ion; Available in SerbnMCroEd for 
JDp including p&p. 

If anybody you know who speaks Serbo- 


Cra.iL in EJrilnin or you have conlncL* m Ihe 
countries of former Yujwslai ia where 
Serbo-L'roal h understood Itien why not 
send ihtm copies? 

German, Grevfc. Portuguese* Trend), Italian, 
Esperanto aud Spanish Iranslatioa* of our 
Aim* jin-d Prin ciples art also available for 
2Df! plus postage. 

Wrile lo l he London address for orders and 
hulk orders, 


Other Anarchist 
Federation 
publications 

AM pwnphleL include Ihe cost of pillage, 

NEW LDHION: Dr lending Anonymity 

- True - ID ciurdv jJl- curniiijj il> EHiiubh 

tend i:J L ri:iv|h.Tk‘ [ very sunn. This pauipltL-1 
Jim l-n “h Si ltiri-iLijr.il I jKiur's 
'imi^L-.HirL’cm den liL;, Ihclf euiaL lI'il 

'iVflf on Ilttyh". pEinlvJ c^ic.s Ik'iitUkyn i 

SAT, 

W'chrkinp CJbss Kcdrtijove to Ihe 
Nnih - £ 1 , 51 ) - a major new pamphlet 
detailing: the resiMoiKe of young; nnd old to 
ihe rule of ihe Niuis in Europe, 
lirrlfirtii. 1 ItL- Tult I;l\ tonlitic mil*j - ,i 
rdcvani 'hta.hr I rum ihe puj'. uur oui-lM- 
]?i i i>I piiUi i|i!iIl I llinE ertLuunipird und 

.11 IN I V'lLti [IlL rihL I id IZIMhS tCYl'tl LLL'ULIl^l I 111! 
i LKTsmuitily { 'llargi: hi I'MH 1 - 1 9lJ .-YvjtLihLc 

from wwiiV.areid.cirg.uk 
ui ji L'liivLii A» Sue Ii - £1 »■ I hr-nui il^cn 

tiie basic idea> ufumut^isL comtnurtimi in 
easy Eii road Chrm 

■| IfciMn-HTtbiM Mcnenipnl In Japirt- 
t\M - A fa^dnaling aec-UEin olTaixjne-.- 
:m;irdli\in iit eHl- 2E|ih t Vrttpry. JL'ip:m h.fad 
an anarchisi movement nd tcret n( 
llmusandh This pnmplilet lei Is Llidr heor. 

Ell Vll LLTL' llIXE11 -> £ I - J llllU^tfES 

and eomnicmaiy on some oi'ihv must 
iitiponanc issues ilui jiurdu ma niusi 
cnnlronE- C"^Heeled article* I'mm llw page- 
orOrguJii^c! unllie fuiidain^FiEiilH of 
ansuvItBl coiwtlitlkvm. 

Againsd ParKsmenL lorAnirehiim - £1 

- |n%ijj:l|Li alien die -p4?Hlii!jl pjiliL-t nf 
Llrilarn and why aiinrclusls oppose .ill 

pjniL->. 

Ilasir biikimln - £| -Itii*. revised tfdjrbh 
oullines the ideas of one nf the Hth 
CflLtujy fLiundL-Ts of class hEru^ le 
anurcfiism. 

I Ik 1 link" Of I IlC Hl 1 Ski III mu mi 17, 

CbqpiiEiis jIiinhi - £1 ^ 3 hi--, ’’iJCG r-jpnnB 

wpl.im -1 lie of revplucionury 

rMJWisalifHI j ud. its ^leucEurc. Al l 
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Aims and principles 

of the Anarchist Federation 


1. The Anarchist Federation is an organisation of revolutionary 
class struggle anarchists. We aim for the abolition of all 
hierarchy, and work for the creation of a world-wide classless 
society: anarchist communism. 

2. Capitalism is based on the exploitation of the working class 
by the ruling class. But inequality and exploitation are also 
expressed in terms of race, gender, sexuality, health, ability and 
age, and in these ways one section of the working class oppresses 
another. This divides us, causing a lack of class unity in struggle 
that benefits the ruling class. Oppressed groups are strengthened 
by autonomous action which challenges social and economic 
power relationships. To achieve our goal we must relinquish 
power over each other on a personal as well as a political level. 

3. We believe that fighting racism and sexism is as important as 
other aspects of the class struggle. Anarchist-Communism cannot 
be achieved while sexism and racism still exist. In order to be 
effective in their struggle against their oppression both within 
society and within the working class, women, lesbians and gays, 
and black people may at times need to organise independently. 
However, this should be as working class people as cross-class 
movements hide real class differences and achieve little for them. 
Full emancipation cannot be achieved without the abolition of 
capitalism. 

4. We are opposed to the ideology of national liberation 
movements which claims that there is some common interest 
between native bosses and the working class in face of foreign 
domination. We do support working class struggles against 
racism, genocide, ethnocide and political and economic 
colonialism. We oppose the creation of any new ruling class. We 
reject all forms of nationalism, as this only serves to redefine 
divisions in the international working class. The working class 
has no country and national boundaries must be eliminated. 

We seek to build an anarchist international to work with other 
libertarian revolutionaries throughout the world. 

5. As well as exploiting and oppressing the majority of people, 
Capitalism threatens the world through war and the destruction of 
the environment. 

6. It is not possible to abolish Capitalism without a revolution, 
which will arise out of class conflict. The ruling class must 

be completely overthrown to achieve anarchist communism. 
Because the ruling class will not relinquish power without the use 
of armed force, this revolution will be a time of violence as well 
as liberation. 


7. Unions by their very nature cannot become vehicles for the 
revolutionary transformation of society. They have to be accepted 
by capitalism in order to function and so cannot play a part in 

its overthrow. Trades unions divide the working class (between 
employed and unemployed, trade and craft, skilled and unskilled, 
etc). Even syndicalist unions are constrained by the fundamental 
nature of unionism. The union has to be able to control its 
membership in order to make deals with management. Their aim, 
through negotiation, is to achieve a fairer form of exploitation 
of the workforce. The interests of leaders and representatives 
will always be different from ours. The boss class is our enemy, 
and while we must fight for better conditions from it, we have to 
realise that reforms we may achieve today may be taken away 
tomorrow. Our ultimate aim must be the complete abolition 
of wage slavery. Working within the unions can never achieve 
this. However, we do not argue for people to leave unions 
until they are made irrelevant by the revolutionary event. The 
union is a common point of departure for many workers. Rank 
and file initiatives may strengthen us in the battle for anarchist 
communism. What’s important is that we organise ourselves 
collectively, arguing for workers to control struggles themselves. 

8. Genuine liberation can only come about through the 
revolutionary self activity of the working class on a mass scale. 
An anarchist communist society means not only co-operation 
between equals, but active involvement in the shaping and 
creating of that society during and after the revolution. In times 
of upheaval and struggle, people will need to create their own 
revolutionary organisations controlled by everyone in them. 

These autonomous organisations will be outside the control of 
political parties, and within them we will learn many important 
lessons of self-activity. 

9. As anarchists we organise in all areas of life to try to advance 
the revolutionary process. We believe a strong anarchist 
organisation is necessary to help us to this end. Unlike other so- 
called socialists or communists we do not want power or control 
for our organisation. We recognise that the revolution can only be 
carried out directly by the working class. However, the revolution 
must be preceded by organisations able to convince people of the 
anarchist communist alternative and method. We participate in 
struggle as anarchist communists, and organise on a federative 
basis. We reject sectarianism and work for a united revolutionary 
anarchist movement. 

10. We oppose organised religion and beliefs. 


Join the AF! Find out more! 

If you agree with the aims and principles of the Anarchist Federation (see above) then why not apply to join the organisation. Maybe 
you want to find out more about what the AF thinks on a particular subject or the ideas we believe in. Perhaps you would just like to 
be put on our mailing list. 

Whatever you want to find out from us, please get in touch. 

Write to our national contact at: 

Anarchist Federation, BM ANARFED, London, WC1N 3XX 

Alternatively you can email us at info@afed.org.uk or visit our website: www.afed.org.uk 


